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Introduction. 



The Bible, while plainly showing the depth of man's 
fall, never fails to bring before our minds the loftiness 
of his origin, and the noble end for which he was 
created. 

While declaring that his '^ heart is deceitful above 
all things and desperately wicked/' it yet appeals to 
all the best impulses of that heart, to convince him 
how far he has fallen from his true condition ; and by 
genume sympathy with the highest part of his nature, 
ever seeks to raise him from his present level, to one 
of purity, holiness and happiness. 

We know that the Bible, as a written hook, cannot 
effect this — for nothing but GodS» Sjpirit can touch 
the Sjpirit of Man — ^we also know however that the 
Bible is God's "Word, and that His Word shaU not 
return imto Him void," for through it He speaks to 
the minds and to the souls of men. 

B 



11. INTRODUCTION. 

God's Spirit can communicate with marCa spirit with- 
out the agency of any outward medium, but He has 
created us with bodies and soids as well as spirits, and 
therefore treats us in this threefold character. He 
knows our material wants, and refers to tievHy and 
having given us bodily powers capable of serving the 
mind, wishes us to use them, for the acquirement of 
knowledge. He says " Come let us reason together," 
and calls into exercise the mental faculties He has 
created ; He says again " Come unto Me all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden," and by showing Himself 
to be love, draws us by the warm affections He has 
implanted within us. 

He calls Himself our Father, and knowing His 
children love pictures, teaches .us great truths from 
facts of every day life. And though there is doubtless 
much in the Bible that we as finite and imperfect 
creatures cannot understand, there is also much that 
our highest flights of thought can reach ; much, that 
our deepest researches can behold unveiled ; and much 
more, which from our inner consciousness of its truth 
seems " familiar " to us " as household words." 



INTRODUCTION. HI. 

And so, when telling us of the Holy Redeemer, 
God's spirit seeks to make His lofty mission plain to 
us by many beautiful images. 

I have tried to group a few of these together ; and 
by comparing various passages of Scripture, to show 
how exquisite are their harmonies, and that the 
varying chords all blend into one glorious melody, 
which played in different keys — ^has been echoing in 
the universe since the world began. 

No Scripture is of private interpretation, but I 
believe some parts have many meanings (for God's 
words are I think often like cvhea and have many 
right aides) if I have misconstrued any such, may He 
forgive me; and grant that His "Pearls of great 
price " may not seem to lose aught of their lustre and 
inestimable value, from these threads of mine on which 
they are strung. 
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The Lamb. 



Behold the spotless Lamb !— once slain, 
That sinful man new life might gain ; 
In glory comes to earth again. 
Behold ! our Saviour comes to reign ! ! 



OxTB thoughts almost always turn to the ceremonies 
of the Mosaic ritual in connection with the " Lamb " 
as a type of Christ. But though it was in those en- 
joined ordinances that the beautiful figure was first 
brought into detail — each act of those solemn services 
being emblematical of the atonement ; yet ages before 
the Jews became a separate people, we see the Great 
Sacrifice of Mount Calvary foreshadowed by the slaying 
of a Lamb. 

It was " Hhe firstlings of his flock" that Abel offered 
unto the Lord, and though being himself a '' keeper of 
sheep " it might seem as natural for him to offer a 
lamb, as it was for Cain as a '' Hiller of the ground '' 

l-Genesig ir, 4. 2-Gene8U ir, 2. 
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to offer of " the fruit of the ground," yet, from the 
fact that the one sacrifice was ''respected," and the 
other was not, we must believe that it was " ^by faith 
Abel offered a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain ; " 
for God is never imjust, and only expects to receive 
irom. man that which He gives him the power to 
render. 

There may have been some intimation (not recorded 
in the book of Genesis) given of the kind of sacrifice 
that was to be offered ;^-or possibly God permitted 
the brothers to bring their different offerings intending 
afterwards to explain why one was accepted and the 
other rejected ; for when *Cain "was very wroth" at 
the rejection of hisy the Lord expostulated with him, 
saying, " ^Why art thou wroth 1 and why is thy coim- 
tenance fallen 1 If thou doest well shalt thou not be 
JEUScepted ? and if thou doest not well sin lieth at the 
door." It was not until his angry jealous temper had 
caused him to kill his brother that his curse was pro- 
nounced, 

God we know afterwards commanded the first fruits 
of the land to be offered, ordaining that '' ^all " the 
best of the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the 
wheat all " the first fruits of them " which were to be 



1 Hebrews zi, 4. 2-Oenesi8 iv, 5. 3-GeneBis iv, 6-7. 
^-Numbers xyiii, 12. 
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thus presented to the Lord should afterwards be given 
to Aaron and his successors in the priest's office. 

Solomon in the midst of the prosperity of his reign, 
said to his subjects, " ^Honour the Lord with thy sub- 
stance and with the first-fruits of all thine increase : 
so shall thy bams be filled with plenty, and thy 
presses shall burst with new wine.*' 

The people were not to delay " to offer of the first 
of their ripe fruits ;" — but they were to be an "o6« 
lation " and not " ^be burnt on the altar for a sweet 
savour." God, although still claiming the productions 
of the earth as His own by right of creation, would 
seem to remind Cain that since the " ground had been 
cursed " for man's " sake " its fruits had become im- 
clean, and could only be accepted through the merits 
of that "Lamb," of which Abel's was a type, — ^for 
"* without shedding of blood" there could be "no 
remission." 

In the sacrifice on Mount Moriah, we have another 
instance of the Lamb being offered ; for it was " ^a 
ram caught in a thicket by his horns," that Abraham 
slew in the stead of his son." And when we remember 
that it was in sight of that very Mount Moriah — 



l-Proverbs iii, 9-10- 2-Ezodus zxii, 29. 3-Leviticas ii, 12. 
4-Hebrews iz, 22. 5-Genesis zxii, 13. 
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crowned then by a temple built by Abraham's own 
descendants — ^that " He who was the only begotten of 
Hi$ Father" was afterwards laid on the altar and 
slain, we seem to have a wonderfully graphic picture 
of that later sacrifice. 

In Isaac and the ram we see a double image of 
Christ, — ^the former representing the intelligent 
obedience which could not be foreshadowed by the 
sheep, — the heir to a great inheritance submitting to 
be killed on the very spot which he was to inherit, 
while the latter is the type of the actual sacrifice which 
was accepted. And in Abraham (who was mercifully 
spared the bitter evil of killing Isaac) we have a figure 
of Him who " ^so loved the world that he gave His 
only begotten Son." 

From Isaac's question to his father, when on the 
way to Mount Moriah, " '^Where is the Lamb for a 
burnt ofiering ]" it is evident it was then customary to 
offer a lamb ; and although we cannot tell the full 
meaning of the answer "My son, God will provide 
himself a lamb for a burnt oflPering " — ^we can imagine 
that to the " Father of the faithful " was given some 
insight, — however dim — into the deep prophetic truth 
of the words he then uttered. 

l-John iii, 16. 2-Geuesis xxii, 7. 
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And now we come to the after years, when Isaac's 
children had grown into a people; and when the 
picture so graphically sketched in outline, was 
to be worked more into detail: and "the law" 
was given that had a "^shadow of good things to 
come." 

Then, besides the daily offering of a Lamb in the 
morning and in the evening, Qod set apart one day to 
be a day of atonement. 

On that day, Aaron (having offered a bullock as a 
sin offering for himself,) was to take " Hwo kids of the 
goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt 
offering." He was to "Hake the two goats and 
present them before the Lord at the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation." 

He was then to "^cast lots upon the two goats: 
one lot for the Lord, and the other for a scape-goat," 
and to " bring the goat upon which the Lord's lot fell, 
and offer him for a sin offering. But the goat on 
which the lot fell to be the scape-goat," was "to be 
presented alive before the Lord to make an atonement 
with him, and to let him go for a scape-goat into the 
wilderness." 



l-Hebrews z, 1. 2-Leviticas xvi, 5. S-Leviticus xvi, 7. 

4-LeTiticas xyi, 8-10. 
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Aaron was to take the " ^blood of the slain goat 
within the veil of the temple," and sprinkle it upon, 
and " before the mercy seat ;" and was to " *lay his 
hands npon the head of the live goat, and confess over 
him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and aU 
their transgressions and all their sins, putting them 
upon the head of the goat ;" and was then to send 
him away into the wilderness ; " and the goa"^ * *was 
to '' bear upon him all their iniquities imto a land hot 
inhabited." And he that let the scape-goat " go was 
to" wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water 
" before he returned to the camp." 

No one type of our Saviour however beautiful, could 
be complete in itself, for even the law was after all 
hut " ^a shadow " and not the very image of the things 
** it represented," and so I think we must look on the 
three creatures mentioned here as each prefiguring a 
special part of Christ's great atonement. 

The ram would seem to me to be the image of His . 
own holy soul, which rose to God pure and undefiled 
from all contamination of evil, and of His own Holy 
body which He offered for man, and which was ac- 
cepted of God as ''^a Lamb without blemish and 
without spot." "'^He gave Himself for us that he might 



l-Leviticus xyi, 16. 2-Leyiticus xvi, 21-22. 3-Hebrew8 z, 1. 
4-1 Peter i, 19. S-Titus ii, 14. 
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redeem us from all iniqtiity, and purify unto Himself 
a peculiar people," and ''^we are sanctified through 
the oflfering of the body of Jesus Christy" for "*when 
we were enemies we wero reconciled to Grod by the death 
of His Son • ♦ ♦ by whom we have now re- 
eeived the atonement." 

The goat that was killed seems to represent Christ 
as bearing for us the punishment J«6 to 8tn. The 
" Vages of sin is death :" " *Jesus was made a little 
lower than the angels for the suffering of death * * 
that He by the grace of God might taste death for every 
man." " *He suffered for sins, the just for the unjust." 
Purely He hath borne our grie& and carried our 
sorrows : yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of 
God and afflicted. But he was wounded for our trans- 
gressions. He was bruised for ovsr iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him ; and with 
'His stripes we are healed. All we, like sheep, have 
gone astray ; we have turned every one to his own 
way, and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all. He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He 
opened not His mouth ; He is brought as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth * * He was 



l-Hebrews x, 10. 2-Romans y, 10-11. 3- Romans vi, 28. 4-Hebrews ii, 9. 

5-lst Peter iii, 18. 6-Isaiati liii, 4. 
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cut off out of the land of the living : for the trans- 
gression of my people was he stricken * * He was 
numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sins 
of many/' When that bitter cry went up from the 
cross " ^My God ! my God ! why hast Thou forsaken 
me ? " we know that it was not from the " *beloved 
Son in whom He was well pleased " that the Father s 
face was turned away> — for they were <me always — 
but that He who " Vas of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity/' was then shewing His extreme hatred of the 
sins which that Son was then bearing. 

'^^he bodies of those beasts, whose blood" was 
"brought into the sanctuary by the High Priest," 
were " burned without the camp. Wherefore, Jesus 
also (that He might sanctify the people with His own 
blood) suffered without the gate." 

And now we have the last figure to consider, and 
see I think in the " scape-goat " an illustration of how 
thoroughly the sins for which Christ died, are removed 
from the souls of those who committed them. 

In this world we know men often have to bear the 
consequences of their guilt; and "the sins of the 
Fathers' " are sometimes visited "upon the children " 



l-Matthew xzyii. 46. 2.Matthew zvii. 5. S-Habakuk i. 13. 

4-Jbiebrews xiik 11, 12. 



12 GOLDEN links; OR 

even "^unto the third and fourth generations:" "for 
whatsoever a man sows he must expect to reap ;'' but 
those sins which are truly confessed and repented of, 
shall never rise to torment him in another world. 
Just as the scape -goat bore the iniquity of the Israel- 
ites into a land uninhabited, so Jesus "%as manifested 
to take away our sins/' and "^as far as the east is from 
the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions 
from us." 

'**Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world." 

Behold Him! for "*thus saith the Lord, your Re- 
deemer," "^I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour." "I, even I, am He that blotteth 
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins :" for "^thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy sin purged." 

Our thoughts have hitherto been travelling back- 
wards, to trace out the various types of that " ^Lamh 
slain from the foundation of the world," but they must 
now carry us forward through the unknown ages of 
the future to the time when "^a Lamb" shall stand 
" upon Mount Sion, and with Him a hundred forty 



l-Exodus XX. 6. 2-lJohniu. 5. 3-Psalm ciii. 12. 4-John i. 29. 

6-Isauih xliii 14. 6-Isaiah xliii. 3-26. 7-Isaiah yi. 7. 

8-Be7. xiii. 8. O-Bev. xiy. 1. 
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and four thousand, having His Father's name written 
in their foreheads." 

Then will it be awful for those who having accounted 
" Hhe blood of the covenant an unholy thing," shall 
cry to the " fountains and rocks " to fall on them, to 
hide them from His face, for then " the great day of 
His wrath " will be come, but blessed will it be for 
those who can look up " Hmto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood " and say, 
** ^Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
blessing." " *Thou art worthy to take the book and 
open the seals thereof; for Thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation. And hast made 
us unto our Grod kings and priests." 



l.Heb.x,29. 2-ReT. yi, 16-17. 8-BeT.I,6. ^Bey.y.ia. 




The Pascal Lamb. 



Jesus, Thon art onr Pascal Lamb; 
And we Tht blood nmst ta.ke 
To sprinkle on our hearts, that they 
Be " pass'd o'er " for thy sake. 

Thon art our Pascal Lamb, Oh Lord ; 
Thy " flesh Is meat indeed," 
And as Thou feedest us on bread. 
On Thee our spirits feed. 



Long years had the children of Israel been toiling 
wearily at their work, under cruel and exacting task- 
masters, in the land where Jacob had been welcomed 
by Pharaoh in the time gone by. 

And they " ^sighed by reason of the bondage, and 
they cried, and God heard their groaning and remem- 
bered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and 
with Jacob." 

l-Exodns ii, 23-24. 
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The moment of their deliverance had arrived, and 
when many awful plagues had failed to make Pharaoh 
let the people go, the fiat went forth, '' All the first- 
bom in Egypt shall die." 

And God said to Moses " ^Speak ye unto all the 
congregation of Israel, saying, in the tenth day of this 
month they shall take to them every man a lamb 
according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an 
house : and if the household be too little for the lamb, 
let him and his neighbour next imto his house take it 
according to the number of the souls; every man 
according to his eating shall make your coimt for the 
lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male 
of the first year : ye shall take it out from the sheep 
or from the goats : and ye shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day [of the same month : and the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in 
the evening. And they shall take of the blood and 
strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door 
posts of the houses wherein they shall eat it. ^And they 
shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and un- 
leavened bread, and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 
Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but 
roast with fire, his head with his legs, and with the 
purtenance thereof. And ye shall let nothing remain 

l-Exodua xii, 8-4-6^7. 2-Sxoda8 xii, 8-9-10-11-12. 
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of it until the morning ; and that which remaineth of 
it until the morning ye shall bum with fire. And 
thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes 
on your feet, and your staff in your hand ; and ye 
shall eat it in haste ; it is the Lord's passover. For 
I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and 
will smite all the first bom in the land of Egypt, both 
man and beast, and against all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgment, I an^ the Lord. "* And the 
blood shall be to you a token upon the houses where 
ye are ; and when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy 
you, when I smite the land of Egypt, 

'' And this day shall be unto you a memorial, and 
ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your 
generations, ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance 
for ever." 

We can imagine when the people had done as the 
Lord commanded Moses and Aaron, — ^when the lamb 
had been killed, and its blood sprinkled on the door 
posts, what awe-struck faces gathered roimd to eat of 
the supper whose very name reminded them that at 
that moment an angel was "passing over" their 
dwellings to slay the Egyptians ; and that by the 

l-Exodas zii, 13.14. 
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morning there would not be " ^a house where there 
was not one dead." The later Pascal feasts held by 
the Jews in their own land were joyful in the remem- 
brance of their great deliverance ; but at that first 
celebration of the Passover, the Israelites were stand- 
ing amid the dying, on the eve of a great emigration 
to an unknown though promised land. 

And now let us try to read the truths that lie 
enfolded in each act of this sacred drama, remembering 
that, while in the three-fold type of Christ we have 
been already considering Sis part in the great work 
of salvation was most manifested. We see in this the 
part that MAN must take in personally appropriating 
that salvation so ireely offered to all. The blood of 
the lamb was to be struck on the side posts and on 
the upper door post of the houses where it should be 
eaten ; so when " Hhe precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot," has been 
shed, each individual is required to take the benefit of 
it to Mmself, The slaying of the lamb in the con- 
gregation of Israel would not have saved any from 
the hand of the destroying angel who had neglected 
to follow the Divine instructions ; nor will the mere 
fact of a Saviour having died, eighteen hundred years 
ago, save those from destruction who refuse " ^o come 
— — t, 

l-Exodus xii. 30. 2-Fcter i. 19. S-John y. 40. 

C 
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unto Wm^ that they may have life." And as the 
people were to sprinkle the blood upon their door 
posts, before eating the "PsasoYer-^first, to take 
reftige from the avenger by showing the mark of the 
lamb upon their houses, and then to strengthen them- 
selves by his flesh, so must those who are journeying 
towards the " heavenly Jerusalem," first come " Ho 
the blood of sprinkling," and bear the sign of Christ* b 
death, before they can draw near in full assurance of 
faith to be made partakers of Chrisfs life. 

The Pascal Lamb was to be roasted whole — for " ^a 
bone of Him " — ^who was to be the true " Lamb " — 
should '' not be broken ;" and any fragments that 
remained of it until the morning were to be burnt,* 
because in those hot cotmtries putre&ction soon takes 
place, and "*B't« flesh" was not to "see corruption/' 

The Passover was to be eaten by men prepared 
to set out on their pilgrimage to the land of Canaan, 
80 toe are not yet " called *'' to sit down to " Hhe 
marriage supper of the Lamb'*— not having yet 
reached our "^promised inheritance" — but are invited 
to eat of that "flesh" that was given '^for the life of 



l-HebrewB xii. 22. 2-Hebrew8 xii. 24. 8^obn:dx.86. 4-Act6iL81« 

6-Bey. xix« 0. 6-Heb. ix. 15. 

•I think this may have been one reason for the Divine 
command. 
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the world, by Him who said, " Whoso eateth my 
flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life. * * * 
'For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed." 

The Jews were commanded to eat that Pascal lamb 
that it might be incorporated with their bodies, and 
thus become a very part of themselves. So in a spiritual 
sense does our Saviour say, " ^He that eateth Me, even 
he shall live by Me." " *Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man * * * ye have no life in you," 

That evening, when a few were gathered together 
in an " upper room *' at Jerusalem, seems a link in 
the chain that connects the old dispensation with the 
neWy and a beautiful light streams down on these 
passages of Scripture, when we remember that it was 
on " the same night that He was betrayed,'* after 
celebrating the last Passover He kept on earth, that 
Jesus said to His disciples, " ®Take eat ; this is my 
body * * * ®which is given for you." The Jews had 
asked, " 'How can this man give us his flesh to eat ]*' 
and though Christ did not tell them how, I think the 
upholders of the doctrine of transubstantiation might 
find a better solution than they give of this difficult 
question in our Saviour*s reply to Nicodemus, when 



l-John vi. 54. 2-John vi. 66. 3-John vi. 57. 4-John vi. 63. 
5-Matt. xxvi. 26. 6-Luke xxii. 19. 7-John vi. 52. 

C2 
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he asked, '' ^How can a man be bom again, when he 
is old 1 " — " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of Ood." No one can undergo 
a second material birth ; no one can eat literally of a 
glorified body now exalted in heaven ; but by a holy 
mystery — ^which is of itself a miracle beyond our 
understanding — it is promised that those who in faith 
partake of the emhlema of '' the Lamb,'' that was once 
actually "slain," "'shall dwell in Him and He in them," 
and "Hhe life" "of Jesus shall be made manifest 
in " their " mortal flesh." 

No mere formal celebration of the Lord's Supper 
can avail us anything, as is most plainly seen in the 
case of Judas, who did indeed " ^eat and drink his 
own damnation," in the true sense of the word, and 
who was indeed " *guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord." At the same time, it is a remarkable 
coincidence, that as man, by disobeying God's first 
command in eating of the tree of which Ood said 
" 'thou shalt not eat of it," — brought evil into the 
world and fell, — so eating the bread and wine which 
Christ commanded to be received as figures of His 
own body and blood, is an appointed means of man's 
restoration. 



l^ohn Hi. 4, 6. 2^ohn vl. 66. 8-2 Cor. Iv. 11. 4-1 Cor. xi. 20. 
6-1 Oor. xi. 27. e-QoneHls ii. 17. 
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The body was the medium through which the soul 
sinned — the body is used as a medium through which 
it may in this sacrament receive salvation. " ^As in 
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive. " 
"^Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore 
let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." May 
we now " Vash our robes and make them white in 
the blood of the Lamb," that we may one day be 
" ^clothed with white robes," " *4;he fine linen " 
that " is the righteousness of the saints," (the 
"Vedding garment," truly of God*s oim providing) 
and realize the " blessedness " of those who " ^are 
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb." 



1-1 Cor. XV. 22. 2-1 Cor. v. 7, 8. 3-Rey. yii. 14. 4-Rev. vii. 9. 
5-Rey. xix. 8. 6-Matt. xxii. 11. 7-Bev. xix. 9. 



The Good Shepherd. 



>»i< 



Jesus, '* guard me, guide me, keep me," 

For thou knowest all my need ; 
Never let my spirit himger 

While my hody Thou dost feed. 
By the name that Thou didst give me. 

Ever call me nearer Thee; 
And upon Thine own «* high mountain " 

Let my fold and pasture he. 



Op the many types used in Scripture to bring home 
the true character of the Saviour to the hearts of 
men, that of the Shepherd is one of the most fre- 
quent. But to imderstand its tender meaning, and 
appreciate its appropriate beauty, we must first 
regard it in the light of oriental life. 

The occupation of the shepherd was one of the 
earliest known to man, and is the characteristic of 
those wandering tribes who, at an early period, spread 
themselves over the globe, — ^the very word " nomadic '* 
meaning wandering shepherd." 
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The wealth of the patriarchs, and of later chief- 
tains, consisted mainly of flocks and herds ; and in- 
stead of delegating the care of these wholly to slaves, 
they were accustomed to look after them in some 
measure themselves. We know it was Laban's own 
daughter ^Rachel that watered her father's flocks, and 
that Moses and David were keepers of sheep, and that 
besides this, the very nature of eastern life brought 
cattle and their owners into much closer connection 
than they are now. 

To people thus living therefore, the word " Shepherd " 
would simply imply far more of personal thought 
and interest in the man to whom it referred, than it 
would be to tw, if read only in the light of the present 
day. 

To those Shepherd- Kings, each sheep had its own 
peculiar value, as our Saviour beautifully implies in 
His question, — " '^If a man have an hundred sheep, 
and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave 
the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, 
and seeketh that which is gone astray 1 and if so be 
that he find it, verily I say unto you he rejoiceth 
more of that sheep than of the ninety and nine that 
went not astray." 

1-Genesis xxix. 9. 2-Matt. xviii. 12, 13. 
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There is a very touching bond of union between 
this and the last figure we were considering. Christ 
is the "Good Shepherd," because He has Himself 
been " the Lamb" He is not a Shepherd " who can- 
not be touched with the feeling of the infirmities " of 
His sheep, having been " in all points tempted like 
as " they " are," although He never wandered from 
His Father's fold. 

He has known bodily hunger, so will " ^feed His 
flock like a Shepherd." He has known thirst, so will 
"lead" them "^beside the still waters." He has 
been weary, so will make them " ^lie down in green 
pastures.'* He knows their weakness, and so will 
"*gather the lambs with His arm and carry them in 
His bosom, and will gently lead those that are with 
young." It is only with their wanderings that He 
CBHTioi sympathise ; for He, — as the " Holy Lamb of 
God," — never went astray ; but then, as the Shepherd, 
He tenderly pities them, for He came " '^o seek and 
to save that which is lost." And when, like the man 
in the parable. He has "*found the sheep that was 
lost," "'He layeth it on His shoulders rejoicing;" 
although UNLIKE Him, He "does not leave Hhe ninety 
and nine in the wilderness," while He is gone to look 



l.Isaiah xl. 11. 2-Psalm zxiii. 2. 3-Psalm xxiii 2. 4-Isaiah xl. 11. 
5-Luke xix. 10. 6-Luke xv. 6. 7-Luke xv. 6. 
8-Luke XV. 4. 
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for the missing one, being ever able to be with all His 
flock at the same time, 

" *He Thever drives His sheep, but calleth them all 
by their names," " ^for they know His voice." He 
loves them to look up to Him in the midst of 
the green pastures; and if He sees they are too 
much taken up with the grass of this life to do this, 
leads them away to where, perhaps, the [herbage is 
more scanty, that they may want to see Him again. 
And then, if only they will be patient, and not leave 
their Shepherd to seek for themselves fresh pasturage, 
He will " ^prepare a table " for them, even in the 
wilderness. 

Christ not only "^goes before" His sheep as The 
Shepherd, but He has gone before them also as the Lamb, 
being Himself " the firstling of the flock," that, ac- 
cording to the Jewish law, was to be sacrificed to the 
Lord, upon the altar ; and so has ** ^lald down His 
life for the sheep,*' and is now their Shepherd that 
they may " have " the " life " He redeemed " *more 
abundantly." 

Those words, " *He that entereth not by the door 
into the sheep-fold, but climbeth up some other way, 

l-John X. 4. 2-P8alm zxiii. 6. 8-John z. 4. 4-John z. 16. 
5-John X. 10. 6- John z. 1. 

*H. BushneU. 
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the same is a thief and a robber/* refer, I think, to 
those " ^false prophets," " those wolves " "in sheep's 
clothing," of whom our Saviour told the people to 
"beware;" who are "robbers," first, because they 
steal the sheep which are Christ's property; and 
also because they wish to rob Him of His rightful 
glory as Shepherd. 

Jesus himself — by His manhood — passed into the 
sheep fold by the same door as the sheep, that 
He might become one of them, and be indeed their 
true Shepherd ; and I think this idea seems carried 
out when our Lord changes the figure for a moment, 
and calls Himself " the door,* thus identifying Him- 
self with the entrance, and declaring that " ^if any 
man " will enter in (by Him) ** he shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out, and find pasture." 

He, though owner of the sheepfold with His Father, 
had yet condescended to pass into it by the door 
in His humanity, and out of it by the door — as 
the Holy Sacrifice. And thus it was by Him only 
that the other sheep could enter into the true fold 
upon earth, and through Him only as having died in 
their stead, that they could escape being slain for 
their sins. St. Peter (to whom this figure of the 

1-Matt. vii. 16. 2^ohn x. 9. 
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(( 



Shepherd '* would naturally be most memorable^ 
from the repeated command his Master gave him to 
"^feed his lambs" and "His sheep,") seems closely 
to have associated the type of the " shepherd " with 
that of the "^Lamb/' as he evidently had the prophet 
Isaiah's words in his mind, when, in writing his first 
epistle he says, "^Ye were as sheep going astray; 
but are now returned unto the Shepherd and bishop 
of your souls." 

We still love to retain this beautiful image in our 
word " pastor," applied to Christian ministers, who, 
the same apostle says are to "*feed the flock of God," 
which is among " them " taking the oversight thereof ; 
not, however, " being lords over God's heritage," but 
'* being ensamples to the flock." » * * * that "when the 
cldef Shepherd shall appear, " they may receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away." It was to 
" shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flocks by night," that " the angel of the Lord " 
first brought the "good tidings of great joy, which" 
should "be to all people," that He who was indeed to 
be the " Good Shepherd " was lying — a babe — " in a 
manger," at Bethlehem. It may be that to those, 
spiritual shepherds who keep faithful watch over 



l^ohn xxi. 16. 2-Isaiah liii. 7. 3-1 Peter U. 25. 4-1 Peter v. 2, 3, 4. 

Luke ii. 8, 9, 10, 12. 
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their flocks through the night, will be given the first 
intimation of Christ's second coming ; but should this 
be so or not, we know the " Good Shepherd " will 
fulfil, in its widest sense, the prediction first spoken 
in reference to His people Israel, " ^Behold I, even I 
will both search my sheep and seek them out. As a 
shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is 
among his sheep that are scattered ; so will I seek 
out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places 
where they have been scattered in the cloudy and 
dark day. And I will bring them out from the 
people, and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them to their own land, and feed them upon 
the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country." " *I will feed them in 
a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of 
Israel shall their fold be : there shall they lie in 
a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed 
upon the mountains of Israel. I will feed my flock, 
and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord 
God." " I will seek that which was lost, and bring 
again that which was driven away." * * * « *Behold 
I judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams 
and the he-goats." ♦ ♦ * and will ** ''save my flock, 
and they shall no more be a prey." 

I'Ezekiel miv. 11—13. 2-Ezekicl xxxiv. 14, 15. 3-E«ekiel xxxiv. 16. 
4-Ezekiel xxxiv. 17. S-Ezekiel xxxiv. 22. 
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Surely with such a promise we may look up and 
say, ** ^The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want ; " 
and through to reach that "fold on the high moun- 
tain,'* we must pass "through the valley of the 
shadow of death,*' we " will fear no evil," for His 
" rod " and His " staff" shaU comfort us. 

He has been through that valley before us, and we 
know that it is hut the "shadow" of the real "death" 
from which He has redeemed us ; and so, while He is 
leading us safely through its gloom, we hear a voice 
from above saying, " ^Fear not little flock, for it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom," 

We must not, however, wait until we enter that 
dark defile to listen to our Saviour's voice, but 
" follow " Him NOW ; and then when He shall divide 
" *the sheep from the goats," we shall bo greeted 
with those glorious words of welcome, " ''Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world." 

In that kingdom shall " *the sheep of His pasture " 
be gathered into " ''one fold," and ** Hhey shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the 
sun light on them nor any heat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them imto living fountains of waters." 



l-Psalm xxiii. 1. 2-Psalm xxiii. 4. 3-Luke xii. 32. 4-Matt. xxv. 32. 
6-Matt. XXV. 34, 6-Psalmc.3. 7-John x. 16. 8-Rev. vii. 16, 17. 



The fiiGH Priest. 



Where high the heavenly temple stands, 
The house of Gk)d not made with hands, 
A g^eat High Priest our nature wears, 
And there before our God appears. 

He who for us as surety stood, 
And poured on earth His precious blood. 
Pursues in heaven His gracious plan, 
The Saviour and the Friend of man. 



When God made man in "His own image," no 
priest was needed to act as mediator between the 
creature and the Creator ; for though an immeasurable 
distance lay between them — though man's frame was 
but of "dust," God had breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and inspired him with a " living soul," 
capable of holding direct communion with Himself. 
While the spirit remained untainted, Adam must have 
rejoiced in the sense of God's presence, must have 
exulted in being drawn towards Him who was the 
source of his life ; and who alone could satisfy the 
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cravings of his immortal nature. It was not imtil 
they sinned, that Adam and his wife were afraid of 
their Father, and " ^hid themselves among the trees 
of the garden ;" and though we read of no specially 
appointed earthly priest until years afterwards — ^when 
'^Melchizedek met Abraham — the promise of the 
Mediator, who was to be the great " High Priest," 
was given immediately after the fall. This type of 
Christ is emphatically a Jewish one ; but while the 
picture is taken from the temple service of the 
Hebrews, it is intended to teach truths precious 
alike to all people. We look on the rich magnificence 
of the oriental painting, and forget for a moment, 
perhaps, that it much concerns us, but as we look, 
the draperies fade into distance, and our eyes become 
riveted on the great central figure, until we feel that 
He is indeed our High Priest, and recognize our Lord 
and Saviour. 

I have purposely placed this type directly after that 
of the Shepherd, because it seems to be its comple- 
ment ; the one showing Christ's work for His people 
on earth, the other. His work for His people in heaven. 
As Shepherd, He still watches over and feeds His flock 
by His providential care ; still seeks to bring them 
to their Father's fold ; and guides and directs them 

l-Oenesis iii. 8. 2-Oenesis xiv, 18. 
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by His Spirit. As High Priest, He pleads for their 
acceptance in heaven, through His own sacrifice ; 
receives their prayers, presenting them purified to 
God j and accepts their ofierings, freeing them from 
the nxmiberless imperfections which cleave to the 
heat actions of sinful man. 

Now let us draw near to the wonderful picture, and 
notice its many details as a subject taken from Jewish 
history, and then try to see how fiill it is of emblema- 
tical teaching. 

We look first on an enclosed court, where stands an 
" ^altar of shittim wood, overlaid with brass." Within 
this court is the tabernacle, and under its outer 
coverings of " ^badgers skins," of " red dyed rams' 
skins,*' and " W goats* hair" are "^curtains of fine 
twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet," 
" ^coupled together with taches of gold." The en- 
trance is partly open, and we see *' * a table on the 
north side," and " a candlestick on the south side ;" "'a 
golden altar for the incense," and beyond these, "®a veil 
of blue and purple and scarlet hung upon four pillars 
of shittim wood, overlaid with gold," which we know 
hides from us the "holy of holies," where is the 
" ark " and " mercy seat." 



l-Exodas xnrii. 1, 2. 2-Exodus xxvi. 14. 3-Exodus xxvi. 7. 

4-£xodus xxvi. 1. 6-Exodus xxvi. 6. 6-Exodus xxvi. 35. 

7-Exodus xl. 5. 8-Exodus xxvi. 31, 32. 



HTPES and WGURBS op CHRIST. 33 

tn the foreground of this picture stands the high 
priest. He wears an " ^ephod of gold, blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen," worked in 
with gold, and a " ^girdle of the same ;" a breast-plate 
made like the ephod, and *^ %stened upon it," but 
set with four rows of precious stones, each row con- 
taining three stones, making together twelve, "*accord- 
ing to the number of the children of Israel," and each 
stone bearing the name of a tribe, " like the engrayings 
of a signet." 

The robe of the " ephod " is " *of woven work, all 
of blue," and upon its " hems " are " ^pomegranate, 
of blue, and purple and scarlet and twined linen," 
"'with bells of pure gold " between. He also wears a 
"coat and mitre of fine linen," and fastened "high 
upon the mitre " " ^by a lace of blue," is " a plate of 
pure gold," bearing the inscription, " "Holiness to the 
Lord." 

Such is the material picture of the High Priest ; 
and at first, perhaps, we see in it little resemblance 
to the great Antitype ; but this whole figure repre- 
sents Christ — ^not, I think, a o much in His humility as 
in His exaltation ; and while each part has probably its 



l-Bxodas xzziz. 2, 3. 2.Exodus xzzix< 6. S-Exodus xxxix. 21. 

4-Bxodu8 zxxiz. 14. S-Exodus xzxiz. 22. 6.Exodas xxxix. 24. 
T-Bxodus xxxix. 25. 8-Exodas xxxix. 81. Q^xodus xxxix. 30. . 
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signification, the splendid colouring of the whole is 
emblematical of that glory which is far beyond our 
highest conception, 

Let us now, then, with our eyes still fixed upon 
this Jewish painting, "^consider" ♦ * * "the High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus." 

The Priests of old, though wearing those splendid 
robes of oflfice, and filling this lofty position, were 
still men ; and so Jesus " Hook not on Him the 
nature of angels ; but He took on Him the seed of 
Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him 
to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be 
made a merciful and faithful High Priest." 

But while those sons of Levi were sinful by nature, 
and had to wear upon their brows„."Jboliness imto the 
liOrd," Jesus, though " ^n all points tempted like as 
we are," was " yet without sin : " and " *being the 
brightness of His " Father's " glory, and the express 
image of His person," fulfilled in Himself the words 
of that inscription. 

The High Priest wore upon his breast twelve 
stones, engraven with the names of the tribes of 
Israel, that he might represent the people, and bring 



1-Hebrew8 iii- 1. 2-Hebrew8 u. 16, 17. S-Hebrews iv. 16. 

4-Hebrews i. 3. 
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them ever before the Lord; so Jesus bears His 
people on Sis hearty and will one " ^day make up " 
His "jewels." 

Before we go on to think about the dtUies of the 
High Priest as typical of the acts of love performed 
for us by the Saviour, we must remember that one 
object of the whole Jewish system was to teach men 
the intense purity of God, and that without holiness 
it was impossible to please or even approach Him ; 
and also to teach them that perfect holiness, though 
ever to be sought after, was beyond the reach of 
sinful man on earth. 

These were hard lessons to learn, but " *the Law 
was the schoolmaster to bring " men " to Christ." 

The constant washings prescribed by the ceremonial 
law (though like all God's laws, productive of other 
good,) were intended to teach the necessity of the 
soul being cleansed from pollution. The sacredness 
of the Holy of HoUes was meant to show the holiness 
of heaven, and that none could enter God's presence 
but those accepted of Him, and they only by the 
sprinkling of blood. And the strict law concerning 
leprosy was made (it is believed) less as "a mere 
sanitary regulation against the spread of this fearful 

l.Malachi iU. 17. 2.Galatiftn8 iu. 24. 

d2 
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physical disease, than as a means of conyeyitig a deep 
lesson, in teaching the Jews the awfid consequences 
attending the apirittial leprosy of sin. 

" ♦Leprosy, though hereditary, is not considered to 
have been infectious, but it was chosen of God to be — 
above all other diseases — " tthe outward and visible 
sign of the innermost spiritual corruption," — not 
alone in the ** individual afflicted^' with it — but as 
showing in the body the horrid picture of sin in the 
soul. The cleansing of the leper was, therefore, a 
religious ceremony, and it was one of the duties of the 
Priests to pronounce a man clean or unclean. If the 
person presented to him was found, after close exami- 
nation, to be free from the plague, he was dismissed ; 
if not, he was kept apart for a while, and underwent 
a second examination. Then, should the disease have 
spread he was obliged to dwell " Vithout the camp/' 
with his " clothes rent," and " a covering upon his 
upper lip," and to cry when approached, " Unclean, 
imclean." 

If, however, the plague (though " incurable by the 
art and skill of wan,") should have been Divinely 
arrested in its progress, and left the person, the 
Priest was to go through certain rites, one among 

l-Levitlcus xiii. 46, 45. 
♦Robinson. fTrench. 
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which was to "^slay a lamb/' and "touch" the 
leper with its blood, afterwards pronouncing him 
" clean." 

So Jesus — who knows the ^plague " of every man's 
heart " — and is Himself the " slain Lamb/' — draws 
near and pronounces the poor sinner clean, and 
restores him to his forfeited privileges. But there is 
one wide difference. There was no power to heal 
inherent in the priest's office ; for that power no man 
possessed, unless it were specially given him as it 
was to Elisha, who healed Namaan the Syrian. For 
as Archbishop Trench says, the " *High Priest did not 
cure, but pronounced cured ; he cleansed, yet not as 
ridding the leper of his sickness, but only as authori- 
tatively pronouncing that this had disappeared, and 
restoring him through certain ceremonial ordinances 
to the fellowship of the congregation." Jesus has in 
Himself the power to heal, and however fearfully the 
spiritual leprosy may have spread. His " *blood " 
"cleanses us from all sin." And though (as I have 
before said) I believe this figure chiefly relates to our 
Saviour's work in heaven^ yet even on earth He gave 
a proof of His great High Priesthood ; for when the 
leper met Him, "*he besought Him, saying, 'Lord, if 

■ 

l-Lcviticus xiv. 13, 14. 2-1 Kings Tiii. 38„ 3-1 John i. 7. 4-Lukc v- 13. 

♦Trench's Notes on the Miracles. 
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thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean/ And He put 
forth His hand and touched him, saying, ' I will, be 
thou clean.' And immediately the leprosy departed 
from him." Christ did not bid him wait, and come 
again to be examined, but healed him at oncef and then 
said, "*Go, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for 
thy cleansing according as Moses commanded, for a 
testimony unto them." 

It is remarkable that just before giving us this 
narrative, St. Luke tells us that Peter, overcome by a 
deep consciousness of his Master's power in bringing 
the draught of fishes, and of his own sinfulness, — 
"*fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 'Depart from me; 
for I am a sinful man, Lord.' " And we can imagine 
the beautiful lesson this miracle would teach him, in 
showing how Christ could even "touch" a "man 
full of leprosy" without defilement, for, instead of 
being polluted by contact with evil, the very evil 
itself fled at His word; and how the loving Jesus, 
instead of "departing" from sinful men, "*drew 
nigh to their souls to save them." 

One chief duty of the Jewish High Priests was to 
ofier the sacrifice on the day of atonement, and to 
sprinkle the blood of the slain beasts upon the mercy- 



l-Luke Y. 14. 2-Luke y. 8. o-Psalni Izix. 18. 
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seat. On that day, Aaron and his successors had 
^first to offer a bidlock for their own sins, and the 
sins of their households, '* for Hhe law maketh men 
high priests which have infirmity ;" but Jesus " ^eed- 
eth * * * not as those high priests to offer up first 
for His own sins ; being '* *holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners." The goat of the sin offering 
for the people had then to be slain, and its blood also 
to be brought within the veil ; but " ^neither by the 
blood of gbats or of calves, but by His own blood, 
Jesus entered once into the Holy Place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us." "*The high 
priest entered every year with blood of others," but 
Jesus needeth not to " offer Himself often," " for then 
must He often have suffered since the foundation of 
the world : but now once in the end of the world 
hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of Himself/' * * * " ''There is a remembrance again 
made of sins every year," " ®for it is not possible 
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take 
away sins ;" but " ®if the blood of bulls and of 
goats and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the un- 
clean sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh ; how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 



l-Leviticus xvi. 6. 2-Hebrews vii. 28. 3-Hebrews vii. 27. 4-Hebrews vii. 26. 

5-Hebrews iz. 12. 6.Hebrews ix. 25, 26. 7-Hebrews x. 8. 

8-Hebrews x. 4. ^-Hebrews ix. 13, 14. 
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the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to 
God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve 
the Hving God 1 " 

We are told that when Solomon built the first 
Temple, " ^he made a partition by the chains of gold 
before the oracle," but when Jesus cried, "*It is 
finished," "Hhe veil of the (then existing) temple 
was rent in twain : " for while the earthquake was 
shaking the material huilding^ " *He broke down the 
middle wall of partition between us, having abolished 
in His flesh the enmity, evea the law of command- 
ments contained in ordinances ; " that " '^through 
TTiTn we" might "both have access by one Spirit 
imto the Father."* Christ had then completed 
the sacrifice of Himself, and had then sprinkled His 
most precious blood upon the mercy-seat, and, there- 
fore, while He was yet upon the cross, the Holy 
of Holies was opened; but at His ascension "*He 
was parted" from His disciples and "carried up 
into heaven;" and they could then say of His 
hody^ as they could before have said of BKs Spirit, 
"^Christ is not entered into the holy places made 



1-1 Kings vi. 21. 2John xix. 30. 3-Ma rk xv. 38. 4-Ephe8ian8 ii. 14, 16 
5-Ephesian8 ii. 18. 6-Luke zzir. 61. 7-Heb. ix. 24. 

^Although this passage undoubtedly had reference first to the breaking 
down the barrier that divided the Jews from Gentiles, I feel justified in 
adopting the figure here. 



TYPES AND FIGURES OP CHRIST. 41 

with hands, which are the figures of the true ; but 
into Heaven itself, now to appear in the presenoe of 
God for us." 

" ^Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way which He hath consecrated for us through 
the veil, that is to say His flesh ;" "^and having a 
High Priest over the house of God ; let us draw near 
with a true heart, in j^ill assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water." 

There were yet two other duties besides those 
already mentioned, which the High Priest performed 
for the Jewish people, — viz., presenting their prayers 
and their offerings to God. 

And "^o Christ being come an High Priest of 
good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle," * * * " *ever liveth to make intercession 
for tw." Our very prayers are sin-stained, and as 
nothing that is polluted can enter the presence of the 
just and holy God, they could never be accepted but 
for the " sake of Jesus Christ." 



l-Hebrews x. 19, 20. 2-Hebrew8 x. 21, 22. 3-Hebrews iz. 11. 

4-Hebrew8 yii. 25. 
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He reaches down to the sinner to receive his peti- 
tion, and then having washed away the earthly dust 
that clings to it, He presents it to the Father. " ^Like- 
wise the Spirit also helpeth onr infirmities : for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought : 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings that cannot be uttered." "And He that 
searcheth the hearts knoweth the mind of the Spirit, 
because He maketh intercession for the saints ac- 
cording to the will of God." 

The effects of the Spirit are likened unto those of the 
wind — It "*bloweth where it listeth :" but just as 
the pure breezes of Heaven become vitiated by passing 
through a dense and fetid atmosphere, even so the 
breathings of God's Spirit, though in themselves 
always pure, become in us mingled with evil aspira- 
tions, and like the air of this lower world need rare- 
fying, ere they can rise to the eternal heights of 
Heaven. 

All that leads to God proceeds from God. And we 
must never forget that the mighty impulse of Divine 
love ever revolves through the whole Three Persons 
of the blessed Trinity. It is sin alone that has caused 
the return current in its passage through man to be 

l-Romans yiii. 26, 27. 2^ohn iii. 8. 
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impeded ; sin alone that caused a Holy Medium to be 
necessary ere it could again mount upwards. 

And so — just as the Priests of old waved the golden 
censers before the Lord — it is JesuSj'the Great High 
Priest, who makes our " Sprayer " to " be set forth 
before " God, " as incense, and the lifting up of *' our 
" hands as the evening sacrifice." 

How touchingly does our Saviour on the evening of 
His betrayal, remind His disciples that they had not 
yet fully realized His character as their Mediator. 
" ^Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name : 
ask and ye shall receive that your joy may be 
full." " Verily, verily, I say unto you, whatsoever 
ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will give 
it you." 

" ^Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe in 
God, believe also in Me." * * * " *I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life : no man cometh unto the Father 
but by Me." * * * "^ came forth from the Father, 
and am come into the world : again, I leave the world, 
and go to the Father.*' * * ♦ « ^And I will pray the 
Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that 
He may abide with you for ever." 



l-Pialm cxli. 2. 2^ohn xvi 24, 23. 3-John xiv. 1. 4-John xiv. 8. 
d-Joha xvl. 28. 6-Joha xiv. 16 



44 GOLDEN links; OB 

" *Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtam mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need." 

In the same loving discourse, Jesus speaks of " a 
day " when even His intercession shall be no longer 
needed, for He says, ** ^At that day ye shall ask in My 
name : and I say not unto you, that I will pray the 
Father for you :" " for the Father Himself loveth you, 
because ye have loved Me, and have believed that I 
came out from God." Surely in these gracious words, 
Christ was referring to the time when Hia own prayer 
for His people (recorded in the following chapter) 
should be answered — ^that as Hhe Father was in Him, 
and He in the Father, so they also might be one in 
Him. And since our Saviour prayed not then for His 
disciples " *alone," but for them also which should 
"believe on" Him "through their word." May we 
be made to share in the untold blessings of His perfect 
supplication, and at " that day " be "^accepted in the 
Beloved." 

One other duty was touched upon just now as 
belonging to the Priest's ofl&ce — that of presenting 
the people's offerings to God, and that also does our 
E[igh Priest still do for us. 



l-Heb.iv. 16. 2-John xvi. 26, 27. 3-John xvii. 21. 4-John xvii. 20. 

5-Ephesians i. 6. 
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For though there " ^remaineth no more sacrifice 
for siuy* there are first-fruits that will never cease to 
be offered so long as the world lasts. 

And here, as we naturally pause to ask what these 
offerings are, the answer comes to us, soMy wafted 
from the Psalmist King — "*The sacrifices of God are 
a brokcQ spirit : a broken and contrite heart, God, 
Thou wilt not despise." But this offering can only be 
accepted through that High Priest who alone is able 
to "%eal the brokenhearted," and to "*revive the 
spirit of the contrite ones." When this has been 
accepted of Him, we ask again, " *What shall I render 
to my God for all His benefits toward me % " And 
again comes the answer — "*I will take the cup of 
salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.'' 
* * * "Tj -^01 Q^Qj. ^jjQ sacrifice of thanksgiving." 

Yes, having received the " *cup of salvation *' which 
God gives usj we are enabled to give Him Praiee, 
And we know this " sacrifice " will be an accepted one, 
for He has said, " ^Whoso offereth me praise glorifieth 
Me." But we must " shew forth " His " praise, not 
only with our lips, but in our lives ; by giving up 



l-Hebrews X. 26. 2-P8alm 11. 17. 3-Lake ir. 18. 4.1saiah Ivii. 16. 
6-Pgalm cxtL 12. (UPsalm czyi. 13. T-Psalm cxvL 17. 

8-Psalm 1. 23. 

*I do not mean the sacramental cup. 
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ourselves to His service," and so " present " our 
" ^bodies " as "a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God." 

This is a continual offering ; for though we may be 
able to give but a comparatively small portion of our 
time in direct service to God, the whole life should be 
in harmony with that part. 

We know in nature there is a law of gravitation 
acting on all objects, and that if we throw a ball in a 
straight line, although the impulse given by our hand 
carries it forward, yet the line it travels in, is not 
really horizontal, because the attraction to the earth 
exerts its influence upon it also. So I believe there 
is a spiritual law of gravitation, and that, although 
the force of the mind be wholly given to the per- 
formance of the secular act, yet if the " affections " 
be " set on things above," there is a hidden influence 
that (unlike the natural in this respect) gives all an 
upward tendency. Thus can the commonest deed be 
noble, for we can thus "^do all to the glory of 
God." 

But, though the laws of nature still work harmo- 
niously, the moral laws are disturbed in their fulfil- 
ment by sin. And though we may truly " ^delight 



l-Rom. xii.'l. 2-1 Cor. x, 31. S-Rom. yii. 22. 
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in the law of God after the inward man," we " *see 
another law in " our " members warring against the 
law of*' our "minds, and bringing" us into "captivity 
to the law of sin/' For " '^the law is spiritual, but we 
are carnal ;" and when we " %ould do good, evil is 
present with" us. And, therefore, though we may 
" present our bodies a living sacrifice " the sacrifice will 
necessarily be an imperfect one, only " holy " and 
" acceptable " from being offered by the great High 
Priest. 

This one offering of ourselves to God comprises, as 
I have said, our whole life : and is indeed a " reasona- 
ble service ; " but in this lie enfolded many special 
offerings — words and actions — that have a direct re- 
ference to Him. We know, as one of our collects 
beautifully says — ^that "all good counsels, and all 
just works proceed " from God, but thoughj " *every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
Cometh down from the Father of lights," yet, even as 
the rain-drops that fall from heaven becoming mixed 
with earthly particles, need evaporation ere they can 
rise again, so do these " good counsels," when carried 
out by sinful man, require to be subjected to a 
purifying process, ere they can ascend again to that 
God from whom they emanated. God sends a 

l-Bom. yii. 23. 2.Bom. Til 14. 8-Rom. rii. 31. 4^am«s i. 17. 



48 GOLDEN links; OB 

thought into our minds by the inspiration of EGb 
Holy Spirit. It comes like a bright angel bearing 
a ray of heayen's sunshine, and we rejoice. But, 
alas ! how often, just as our hearts are pre- 
paring to soar back with it, we find, although the 
angel still is/atV, its first glory is tarnished ; and our 
hearts too heavy a burden for its drooping wings. 
Yes, ere we have worked out the thought God sends us, 
into a deed to send Him as a proof of our loye ; we 
discover besides the chief motive (which may still be 
pure) a host of others, making our gift quite unfit for 
presentation to One who is purity itself. 

And how sad and disappointed we should feel, did 
we not know that at the altar where our offering is to 
be laid, there ever stands a Priest ready to receive it ; 
who, being Qod, will recognize Qod^s thought, amid all 
the earthly dross with which it has been marred : and 
who being many will make allowance for these imper- 
fections. A Priest, who will purify our gift, and so 
render it acceptable through the merits of His own 
mediation. How thankful must we be to have " a 
BQgh Priest who can " thus be " Houched with the 
feeling of our infirmities," and is " yet without sin.*' 
How thankful for the knowledge too, that if we " ^sin 

l-Heb. iy. 15. 2-1 John u. 1, 2. 
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we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous • " * * * who " is the propitiation for 
our sins." 

" *Now of the things which we have spoken this is 
the sum : we have * * * a High Priest who is set on the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
Heavens; a minister of the sanctuary, and of the 
true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and not man." 
***Who is made, not after the law of a carnal com- 
mandment, but after the power of an endless life." * * * 
And who " ^s able to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them." Let us then flee " *for refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set before us : which hope 
we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the 
veil, whither the forerunner is for us entered, even 
Jesus, made an High Priest for ever, after the order 
of Melchisedec." 



l-Hebrews viu. 1, 2. 2-Hebrew8 vii. 16. 3-Hebrews vii. 26. 

4-Hebrews vi. 18, 19, 20. 
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The Brazen Sei\pent. 



"Look to Jesus till, reviving 
Faith and love tliy life springs swell, 
Strength for all things, good divining, 
From Him who did all things well." 

Tranzer. 



'* Sin like a Serpent, where its head an entrance finds, 
Easily its whole length of body after winds." 

Archbishop Trench, 



O- 



Pbaoefullt rose the sun in a time now long gone 
by, on a world of beauty^ unmarred by one discordant 
sight or sound ; for " ^God saw everything that He had 
made, and behold it was very good." 

No venomous vipers lurked amid the luxuriant 
foliage of the " ^garden " that " the Lord God " had 
"planted eastward in Eden;" for He "'made every- 
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind : 
and God saw that it was good." 

l-Genesis i. 81. 2-Genesis u, 8. 3-Genesis i. 25. 
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But the serpent, though perfect, "^was more 
subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord 
God had made," and so became the chosen vehicle of 
Satan for the introduction of that " subtle " poison 
which he was permitted to intrude upon God*s perfect 
creation; and the calm repose was disturbed by a 
voice which asked, " Hath God said, ye shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden 1 " It was no loud harsh 
crash of evil that rang through the bowers of Para- 
dise, for had it been, Eve*s pure nature would at once 
have revolted from it, there being then no eyil within her 
to answer to the evil witJioui, It was but a whisper. 
The question seemed to proceed from one of God's 
own creatures, and the name of her Creator being 
mentioned, Eve listened, and replied, " '^We may eat 
of the fruit of the trees of the garden : but of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden God hath 
said, * Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 
lest ye die.'*' "^And the serpent said unto the 
woman, Ye shall not surely die : for God doth know 
that m the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil." 

Oh, wisely, indeed, did the spirit of evil choosehis 
instrument, and fully, indeed, did the serpent justify 

1-Genesi8 iii. 1. 2-Genesi3 iii. 2. S-Geoesis iii. 4, 

e2 
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his character for subtlety when dedicated to his 
service. Well knew that Dark Being that there was 
but one vulnerable place of attack, and that even th<U 
must be approached most cautiously ! 

Unlike man in his present fallen condition-^who 
is open to receive all kinds of evil impressions, and 
who shrinks not from sin, even when recognized as 
ain, besides yielding to it when disguised in the mantle 
of virtue — Eve had received but one command that 
could be disobeyed ; and disobedience was the only 
door by which sin could enter her pure souL 

He knew also that this door could not be forced 
open ; that no power on earth could break through 
her innocence unless she should choose to open the 
gate /rom mthtn. And therefore he bends his whole 
strength to induce her to do this, by making the act 
of disobedience as attractive as possible; knowing 
well that if he could but persuade her to open that 
one entrance to evil, the flood of sin would so flow in 
through the single aperture, as soon to over-spread 
the whole inner life of man, polluting all that God 
had made " good " there, and impairing the effect of 
every holy influence. 

He knew that neither Adam nor Eve could sin 
until they had a " knowledge of good and evil," and 
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SO, preferring to attack the weaker nature first, that 
the woman's example might aid him in overcoming 
the stronger nature of the man, he begins by pushing 
aside the barrier God had placed before the forbidden 
tree, by contradicting His words, and saying, "Ye 
shall not die." And then — lest the desire to gratify 
her taste, by eating of the fruit, should not be a 
strong enough temptation to one living among so 
many trees of which she might " freely eat," without 
the least fear of punishment, — he goes on to tell her 
of the advantages to be gained intellectually by par- 
taking of THIS tree, — " Ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil." God made man's trial suitable to his 
condition. A perfect man would feel no wish to 
do that which was absolutely evil, and much that is 
temptation to us, would have been no temptation to 
our first parents; and therefore God made man's 
obedience to rest upon the abstaining from an act — 
which not evil in itself — was so only as a breaking of 
His express command. And Satan made his tempta- 
tions to man to fail in this trial — suitable to his 
condition. 

He pictures to Eve the advancement to be gained 
by following his suggestion, and uses the very desire 
to rise in knowledge and power, which God had im- 
planted in her for her good — as a means to compass 
her ruin. Thus making — as Satan ever delights to 
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make — " ^the things that should have been for " her 
"wealth, to be unto*' her "an occasion of falling." 
For " Vhen the \. oman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
iriiit thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her husband 
with her, and he did eat." 

She had just answered the serpent with God's 
word, yet now she believes him rather tha^i her 
Father, 

There is something awful in the fragments of truth 
which the " father of lies" continues to bind up with 
his falsehoods. 

He had told Eve that she should not " surely die," 
and it is true that sh& does not immediately suJSer 
death : but while thus absolutely contradicting the 
letter of God*s words, he had quite hidden from her 
the completeness of their fulfilment in the ipiriL 
How, the very moment that she tasted of the for- 
bidden fruit, her lovely form should become subject to 
pain and decay ; and her pure soul become a prey 
to a far worse disease than any that could attack her 
body. Again, he had promised that her "^eyes" should 



l-P&alin Ixix. 23, Prayer Book Version. 2-Genesis iii 6. 

3-Geneijis iii. d. 
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"be opened" — and they were "^opened" — but it 
was to know her own nakedness. And agfain, that 
she and Adam should " be as gods knowing good and 
evil" — and they did "know evil," — but found that 
knowledge very bitter. Then "Hhe Lord God said 
tmto the serpent, * because thou hast done this, thou 
art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of 
the field ; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt 
thou eat all the days of thy life : and I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed, it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel* '* 

Since that curse was pronounced, the " serpent " 
has generally been taken as the type of evil, and 
though still held up as a pattern of wisdonif the 
injunction to be " ^ise as serpents," must ever now 
be united to that other, — to be "harmless as 
doves." 

It is, perhaps, rather a strange coincidence that as 
a desire to partake of the forbidden fruit was the 
result of the serpent's ^rs^ temptation, so it was in 
consequence of the murmurs of the Israelites against 
the food with which God had fed them in the wilder- 
ness, that the "*fiery serpents" were sent among 



l-aenesia iii. 7. 2-Genesis iii. 14, 16. 3-Matt. x. 16. 
4-Nambers xzl 5, 6, 7. 
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them. This fearful plague that attacked them so 
suddenly, made the people repent their sin of dis- 
content and distrust, and urged them to pray for 
deliverance. It was then that the command was given 
to Moses to '* ^make a fiery serpent and set it upon a 
pole." " And Moses made a serpent of brass, and 
put it upon a pole, and it came to pass that if a 
serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the 
serpent of brass, he lived." 

The serpent had from the first transgression been 
(as we have seen) the emblem of evil, and here the 
fiery serpents were the punishment of evil; and I 
think we should from this association have shrunk 
from even looking at the brazen serpent as & figure 
of Christ, were it not for our Lord's own words, " As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up : that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." 

It is Jesus Himself who draws this comparison, 
and therefore let us reverently follow it out, 



l-N umbers xxi. 8, 9. 2- John iii. 14, 16, 16. 
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feeling assured that many deep truths will discover 
themselves beneath the surface of these precious 
words. 

We have thought of Christ as the holy Lamb, oflFered 
as a sacrifice for the sins of the world; we have 
thought of Him as the High Priest, presenting that 
sacrifice; but here we have that awful mystery — 
shadowed forth also in the scape-goat and goat that 
was slain — of Christ, " ^who knew no sin," being 
''made sin for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him." 

That " brazen serpent," — though resembling in 
form the " fiery serpents," — was perfectly harmless ; 
so Jesus, though ''hnade in the likeness of men ; and 
being found in fashion as a man," was perfectly free 
from the venom of sin. 

It was written in the law, "^If a man have 
committed a sin worthy of death, and he be put 
to death, and thou hang him on a tree : his body 
shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou 
shalt in any wise bury him that day; for he that 
is hanged is accursed of God." Yet He in whom 
even the Roman Governor could find **Sio cause 

1-2 Cor. V. 21. 2-PhiI. ii. 7, 8. S-Deut. zzi. 22, 23. 4-Luke zxiu. 22. 
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of death," ** ^humbled Himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross," that He 
might redeem "^us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us." He submitted to the 
most ignominious, as well as painful, death, that 
He might indeed "^bruise" the serpent's "head," 
and prevent his bite from utterly destroying the 
children of men. 

There is also another point of similarity to be 
noticed in the figure. 

Although Christ said, " I lay down my life," * * * 
" *No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again." Yet He suffered Himself 
to be betrayed, and by the very men whom He had 
created, to be " ^crucified and slain." Thus " as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness," was 
Jesus unresistingly " lifted up " on Calvary. Refusing 
to exercise His power as Son of God by coming " ^down 
from the cross," or by summoning "^twelve legions of 
angels.*' 

There is, however, one marked distinction. The 
" brazen serpent " had no inherent virtue to heal the 



l-PMl. ii. 8. 2.GalatiaDS iii. 13. S-Genesis iii. 15. 4.John x. 18. 
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people, it was merely an instrument God used to 
test the Israelites' faith in Him ; but Jesus has 
power in Himself, and says, " ^I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me." 
***Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth: for I am God.'' * * * "^a just God and 
a Saviour." 

It was through faith in God*s promise that the 
people were healed in gazing towards the serpent, 
and so it is through faith that we are saved in looking 
towards Christ. 

A look saved the Israelites, and " a look " will save 
us, but it must be a look like theirs. They did not 
look from mere curiosity ; they did not look with 
indiflference ; they looked earnestly and continuously, 
feeling it was their only chance of life. They looked 
each for themselves, and longed that all dear to them 
should look also. We can imagine how those who 
had suffered the most from the poisonous bite, would 
strain all their remaining energies to gaze on that 
"serpent of brass." And we can imagine how the 
mothers who knew their children were bitten (although 
the sore seemed but a slight one) would raise their 
infants' faces towards that lofty "pole.'* 

l-John zu. 32. 2-Isaiah zly. 22- 3-Isaiah ziy. 21. 
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Fiery serpentg are among us still, poisoning our 
springs of life. 

Sometimes the fearful wounds they inflict are so 
numerous and deep as to make their victim an object 
of disgust. Sometimes the sores are hidden from 
view, but are not the less dangerous. And some- 
times there seems scarcely any trace of the bite 
at alL But even where this is the case, the subtle 
poison courses through the veins, from the bite 
received in ages long gone by ; and the purest, most 
innocent child, of whom Christ said, ** of such is the 
kingdom of heaven," needs to be brought to the 
Great Healer. 

We are powerless to make our own hearts pure, or 
to tear away unaided the " fiery serpents " of sin, for 
like all serpents they coil themselves most tightly 
round those whom they attack. But we can all 
look " unto Jesus " who is the " ^Author and finisher 
of our faith ;" who, for the joy that was set before 
Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
There to abide until that " '^old serpent," called the 
Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world 
" be " cast out into the earth, and his angels ** be " 

1- Ilebrews jui. 2. 2-Kev. xii. 9. 
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cast out with him/' And until He restore His 
people to that better Paradise where shall flourish 
'**the tree of life, which'* shall "bear twelve manner 
of fruits." * * * And the leaves ^of " which shall 
be for the healing of the nations." And where 
" ^there shall be no more curse.'* 




l-Rer. zxii. 2. 2-Bev. xxii. 3. 



The True Vine. 



** The greenest leaf divided from its stem. 
To speedy withering doth itself condemn." 

** God asks not ivhat, but whence thy work is from the frnit ; 
He turns His eye away, to prove the utmost root.** 

" Oh I work thy works in God ; He can rejoice in nought, 
Save only in Himself, and what His self has wrought.** 

Archbishop Trench, 



In three of the other types of Christ which we 
have been considering, there is a marvellous con- 
vergence of passages drawn from different parts of 
the Bible towards one given point. Many are the 
writers that contribute to the completion of the 
pictures of **The Shepherd," "The Lamb" and "The 
High Priest," but each is one picture stilL In the 
case of " The Vine," however, it is rather diflFerent. 
The Vine is frequently used in Scripture as an 
emblem of something choice and precious, but not 
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always as a type of Christ. And it was our Lord 
Jesus himself who most strongly marked out this 
beautiful image by saying plainly, " ^I am the true 
Vine, and my Father is the husbandman ;" and again, 
"^I am the Vine, ye are the branches." 

Thus, while in all the symbolical teaching of the 
three before named types, Christ is always pre- 
eminently the Good Shepherd ; the Lamb ; the High 
Priest; it is not always so in parabolical lessons 
connected with the Vine. For instance, it is often 
used as a figure of the chosen people, and it will 
perhaps be best to glance first at the Vine as typical 
of the Israelites, before concentrating our thoughts 
upon it as a type of Christ. 

God says by His prophet Hosea — " -^I found Israel 
like grapes in the wilderness ; I saw your fathers 
as the first-ripe in the fig tree at her first time.*' 
And the Psalmist taking up the same figure cries, 
"*Thou hast brought a Vine out of Egypt : Thou 
hast cast out the heathen and planted it. Thou pre- 
paredst room before it, and didst cause it to take 
deep root, and it filled the land. The hills were 
covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof 
were like tb^ goodly cedars. She sent out her boughs 



l-John XV. 1. 2-John xv. 5. 3-Hosea iz. 10. 
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unto the sea, and her branches unto the river." Then 
follows the mournful question, " ^Why hast thou then 
broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass 
by the way do pluck her 1 The boar out of the wood 
doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth 
devour it." Sorrowfully comes the answer, "*I had 
planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed : how 
then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a 
strange vine unto me 1 " " ^Israel is an empty vine, 
he bringeth forth fruit unto himself.'* "*And now 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge 

1 pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. What 
could have been done more to my vineyard, that I 
have not done in it ? Wherefore, when I looked that 
it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes ] And now go to ; I will tell you what I will 
do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge 
thereof, and it shall be eaten up ; and break down the 
wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down : and I will 
lay it waste : it shall not be pruned nor digged ; but 
there shall come up briars and thorns : I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
For the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the house 
of Israel, and the men of Judah His pleasant plant : 
and. He looked for judgment, but behold oppression ; 



l-Psalm Ixzz. 12, 13. 2- Jeremiah ii. 21. S-Hosea z. 1. 
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for righteousness, but behold a cry." Then again 
we turn to the Psalmist and hear him breathing 
forth this " prayer, " ^Return, we beseech Thee, 
God of Hosts : look down from Heaven, and be- 
hold, and visit this vine; and the vineyard which 
thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that 
Thou madest strong for Thyself. It is burned with 
fire, it is cut down : they perish at the rebuke of Thy 
countenance." 

God did "behold and visit this vine," but, alas, 
it " *knew not " the time of its " visitation ; " and so 
the foretold evils came fully upon it ; for when the 
" ^Householder " who " planted the vineyard," " sent " 
His Son to " receive the fruits of it," the husbandmen 
" *said among themselves, * This is the heir ; come, let 
us kill him, and let us seize on His inheritance.' 
And they caught him, and cast him out of the vine- 
yard, and slew him." Nevertheless the Lord will not 
wholly forget His vineyard, for " *out of the stem of 
Jesse " has " come forth a rod," " and a Branch " has 
grown "out of his roots," And that "«root of 
Jesse,'* * * * <« shall stand for an ensign of the people; 
to it shall the Gentiles seek.*' And those who have 
repented of their rebellion shall be gathered with 



l-Psalm Ixxx. 14, 15, 16. 2-Luke xiz. 44. 8-Matt. zxi. 83. 
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those who have believed, for " ^It shall come to pass 
in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again 
the second time to recover the remnant of His people, 
which shall be left from Assyria, and from Egypt, and 
from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and 
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands 
of the sea. And He shall set up an ensign for the 
nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four 
comers of the earth." * * * "And there shall be 
an highway for the remnant of His people, which 
shall be left, from Assyria ; like as it was to Israel 
in the day that he came up out of the land of 
Egypt." 

Now let us turn our whole thought towards that 
holy "Branch," which, according to the flesh, did 
indeed grow out of the "roots'* of "Jesse," and 
spring^^from the vineyard of Israel, but which was, 
in a far deeper sense, verily the True Vine. 

And we will first think of Christ as the " Vine," 
in connection with His Father " the Husbandman ; " 
then as the Vine in connection with His people " the 
branches;" and then of the fruit which these 
" branches " bear. 

l-Isaiah xi. 11, 12, 16. 
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Jesus was the " true Vine," planted by His Father, 
in the vineyard of the world, and " ^He " grew " up 
before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 
dry ground ; '* '* *and his fruit was sweet to " the 
"taste." He yielded no " wild grapes," but the rich 
clusters of a perfect manhood. 

Our Saviour, in one of the parables, calls Himself 
the Son of the Householder, and we seem to have 
there the complement of His character as the " Vine ;*' 
and find a beautiful link uniting these two figures. 
Just, as we saw before, how the " Shepherd " of the 
flock condescended to become Himself the " Lamb," 
so here we behold the same truth, the " ^Son " of the 
** Owner of the vineyard " condescending to become 
the **Vine;" and thus again learn the perfect hu- 
manity and perfect divinity of Him who was indeed 
« Emmanuel." 

The words, " I am the true Vine," gain an addi- 
tional interest from having been spoken after that 
last supper, when Jesus had given His disciples the 
cup of wine, saying imto them, " *This is my blood of 
the new testament which is shed for many." And in 
these days of renewed discussion on the doctrine of 
transubstantiation, it is delightful to trace out the 



Mtaiah liii. 2. a««ol. song, ii. 3- 3-Matt. xzi 37. 4-Mark xir. 24. 
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true figurative meaning of a passage, sometimes taken 
in a literal sense. Jesus had said, "This is my blood," 
* * * "^Drink ye aU of it." * * * "*My blood is 
drink indeed ;" and then, — as if following out the 
same idea, — He afterwards says, "*I am the true 
Vine/' 

Let us now gather the lovely lesson taught us of 
the close imion existing between Christ and His 
people, by considering His gracious declaration " *I am 
the Vine, ye are the branches." We know how the 
sap rises through the main stem of a plant to the 
several branches growing out of it, and that these 
last derive all their nourishment by this means. And 
so it is no mere external connection that binds a true 
Christian to Christ, but a vital power ; for our " 4ife 
is hid with Christ in God." " «Who " then " shall 
separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword 1" * * * " Nay, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through Him that loved 
us. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any creature, shall be able to separate us 



1— Matt. zxvi. 27. 2-John ri. 55. 3-John zv. 1. 4-John xy. 5. 
5-Col. iii. 3. 6-Rom. viii. 35, 37, 38, 39. 
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from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." There is only one thing that can separate us 
from Him, and that is ^sin, for Jesus always was and 
is "^separate from sinners." 

He draws near indeed to sinful men to save them, 
but He cannot cause those to be made one with 
Himself who wish to " ^continue in sin, that grace 
may abound." No one who wishes to go on sinning, 
can be united to Christ, though many who are really 
imited to Him do sin, (for all are by nature sinners, 
and therefore prone to evil), and sometimes honest, 
true Christians commit even wilful sin. The moment 
they do so, however, there is a partial severance of 
the "branch" from the "true Vine;" and though 
the leaves may continue to appear fresh and green 
for a time, they will eventually droop and die if the 
sap be stopped in its course. Yes, nothing but actiml 
wilful sin can separate us from Christ, and that in a 
less or greater degree always does. Should we not 
at once notice the separation, so much the worse, be- 
cause that ignorance proves that there has not been 
enough consciousness of dependance on the "Vine." 
But we must at length discover it, and the sooner we 
do so the better. For as there is but one thing that 
can separate us, so there is but one thing that can heal 

l-Isaiah liz . 2. 2-Hebrews yii. 26. S-Romaas vi. 1. 
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the separEtion, yiz., the very sap from which we haye 
partially cut ounelTes oE If we haye had a branch of 
a faTorite plant broken^ and see it hanging from the 
parent stem, bj, perhaps, half its diameter, or possibly 
bj only a few fibres, we know well that no extraneous 
substance will avail to reunite the broken parts, and 
bind something tightly ronnd the wounded stalk, in 
the hope that as the division is still fresh, the sap may 
rise again through its former channel. This hope is 
often disappointed in the natural kingdom, but not in 
the spiritual, for if the fibres of faith be drawn again 
to the "true Vine," the "sap" of pardoning mercy and 
strengthening grace will be transmitted through them 
to the restored bough; for — thanks be unto Grod — 
" ^where sin abounded, grace did much more abound." 
Only the " branch ** must keep very close to the 
" Vine," in order to be healed. 

Jesus said, " ^ Abide in Me, and I in you." In the 
branch being engrafted on the " true Vine," we have 
an illustration of abiding in Jesus ; and in the sap 
passing through, and giving strength to the graft,— of 
Jesus abiding in us. Yes, in those few precious words, 
" Abide in Me and I in you," we have, I think, a very 
epitome of the doctrines of redemption and sanctifica- 
tion. Jesus calls us to Him, saying, " ^Come unto 

l-Rom. T. 20. 2^obn xv. 4. 3-Matt. xU. 28. 
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Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest." " ^Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out." When this invitation has been 
accepted, when the burden of sin has been removed, 
and He has given us " rest " within His everlasting 
arms, assuring us that He will never "cast" us 
"out." He conjures us not to leave Him, saying, 
" Abide with Me." This is redemption : for, if we 
"abide with** Him, no "*man shall pluck" us "out 
of" His "hand." And God, looking at His Son, 
whom He sent into the world to save sinners, will 
accept the sinner who has been redeemed by His 
Son's most precious blood ; for ^He and the " Father 
are one." But then Jesus also says, " *If any man 
love Me, he will keep My words : and My Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him." " **Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock : if any man hear My voice, and open the door, 
I will come into him, and sup with him, and he 
with Me." And the same Apostle, who records these 
gracious words, writes in his epistle, " *He that 
keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He 
in him. And hereby yfe know that He abideth in us, 
by the Spirit which He hath given us." This is 
sanctifioation. I cannot help giving here a French 



1-J.»hn vi. 37. 2-John x. 28. 3-.Tohn x. 30. 4-Jobn xiv. 23. 
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translation of the words of St. Ambrose on this 
subject : — 

" Lorsqne Notre-Seigneur voit en nous la fidelite, 
et le devonement, il vient, il frappe avec joie k la 
porte de Fame et il dit : Ouvre-moi ma soeur bien- 
aimee, ouvre-moi et ne laisse entrer aucun etranger. 

* * * Demeure ferme an monde, n'ouvre pas a 
notre ennemi le demon. Ouvre-toi a mon amour, 
dilate-toi ; je viens te remplir i * * * Helas ! je 
parcours le monde entier et je n'y recueiUe que 
douleurs et offenses ; presque nulle part je ne trouve 
un asile; toi, du moins, ouvre-moi, afin qu'en toi le 
Fils de Thomme trouve ou reposer sa tete !" * * * 
May we all join in the reply, that the French writer 
who quotes these words gives to the touching appeal : 
"Place * * * place 4 mon Sauveur i * * * Que tout 
ce qui blesserait ses yeux divins s'efface et s*aneantisse. 

* * * Entrez, mon Jesus, entrez, * * * tout en mon 
kme est d vous * * * mon ame est votre Bethleem 
et vous, Seigneur, vous, etes son tresor et son tout." 

We must now think of the different kinds of "fruit" 
found in the world ; but before doing so, let us bind 
together in our minds the assertion of our Lord, 
"^The tree is known by his fruit," with the com- 



l-Matt. xii. 33. 
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mand, " ^Judge not that ye be not judged. " These 
words seem to contradict each other, the first telling 
us plainly that the fruit of a tree will enable us to 
form a correct judgment of the tree itself, and the 
last as plainly telling us not to judge. In reality, 
however, the assertion and the command are per- 
fectly harmonious. When we see "fruit" that 
appears to be good, we are to believe that it proceeds 
from a "good tree;** for ^charity "believeth all 
things;" but if the fruit which appeared "good" 
proves rotten when touched, then we must draw the 
conclusion that the tree is "corrupt." 

We must, however, be most careful not to judge 
too hastily of a person's general character from some 
stray word or act when the life is altogether unknown 
to us ; for true as it is that " the tree is known 
by his fruit," (yes, often even by the first picked 
grape,) yet, it is quite possible for some fruit to be 
much blighted, while the rest of that on a tree is 
good, and we may be seeing a man under great dis- 
advantages. Let us then "judge not" a tree to 
be wholly bad from a single cluster of blighted grapes, 
lest we be guilty of injustice. For when our Saviour 
says, " ^a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit," He 
does not mean that a good man cannot do a wrong 

l-Matt. yii. 1. 2-1 Cor. xUi. 7. 3-Matt. va 18. 
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thing, — for we know both His word and our own 
experience teach us quite the contrary, — ^but that if 
a man^s inner life be renewed and purified, his outer 
life cannot be habitually evil. That is as impossible 
as that the " Hhom '* tree should produce "grapes," 
or that "figs'* should spring forth from "thistles." 
For "^every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; 
but a corrupt tree bpngeth forth evil fruit." These 
passages, however, refer to "fruit" in its widest 
sense, as the manifestation of the inward life, whether 
good or bad ; but we must now draw the circle dloser, 
and think of "fruit " as typifying the good actions 
and dispositions of men, which is the signification of 
the word when used in connection with the " Vine." 
There are many admirable works, many kindly deeds 
done by those whose lives and modes of thought do 
not imply a close union with the " True Vine." In 
thinking of the doers of sficJi individually, let us still 
remember the words, " judge not," and leave them in 
the hands of the great Husbandman. For never 
must we forget that whatever good there is in man, 
springs from the God of all good; and that the 
brightest parts of an imrenewed nature owe their 
brightness to the fact of their being the remaining, 
though sadly mutilated, fragments of a creature made 

l-Matt. Tii. 16. 2-Mat». yu. 17. 
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in His likeness. But in considering the works them- 
selves, we are reminded of the * article of our church : 
"Works done before the grace of Christ and the 
inspiration of the Spirit, are not pleasant to Gody 
forasmuch as they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ, 
neither do they make men meet to receive grace, or 
(as the school-authors say) deserve grace of con- 
gruity : yea, rather, for that they are not done as 
Crod hath willed and commanded them to be done, we 
doubt not but they have the nature of sin." I well 
remember thinking this language much too strong ; 
indeed scarcely true at all ; for surely, I thought if 
toe, as sinful creatures, delight in seeing anything which 
is comparatively good ; if we gladly welcome in de- 
graded man any signs of his Divine origin, surely 
Ood will be pleased by finding such. Thinking now 
about this article of our church, however, I see two 
illustrations which help us to understand the truth 
contained in it. Imagine, for a moment, that we 
are among a tribe of savages. There is one man who 
goes about without any clothing, but another has 
collected some old rags which he has contrived to 
hang upon his body. If asked which gives us the 
greatest hope of becoming civilized, and wearing a 
suit of clothes, we should at once answer, " The man 
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in the rags, because he seems to have some idea 
of the propriety of dress, and some desire for it." 
Imagine, however, on an Englishman coming forward 
and offering to dress the promising savage in a good 
suit of clothes, that the man turns away, proudly 
surveys himself in his dirty rags, and declares that 
he prefers them because they are his own^ and were 
collected by himself, to any attire provided for him 
by another, would not our opinion be altered 1 Should 
we should not now feel that the naked savage was 
the most hopeful % So it is sometimes morally. We 
rightly welcome each sign of good, because it is 
natural to suppose it shows a desire for greater good. 
And if this be the case, if God — who sees the heart — 
finds there a yearning towards Himself, we may 
rest assured that He will answer it: and taking 
off the defiled garment, will cause that man to sit 
***at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right 
mind." 

But if he finds nothing but pride, self-sufl&ciency 
and self-deception, will he not hate those "^filthy 
rags*' of "man's righteousness," that serve but to 
hide from the heart its need of the "'robe of" 
Christ's " righteousness % " And will he not say to 
that soul, "*Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 



l-Luke viii. 35. 2-Isaiah Ixiy. 6. S-Isaiab Izi. 10. 4-BeT. iii. 17, 18. 
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with goods, and have need of nothing ; and knowest 
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of 
me * * * white raiment, that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do 
not appear 1 " 

Now turning to the other illustration, — let us 
suppose that a rich man, owning a beautiful estate, 
offered a reward to those of his tenantry who should 
present him with a fine bouquet of roses; giying 
them the privilege of budding from his own choicest 
trees. Imagine, when the presentation year arrived, 
that one of the men brought a bunch of wild roses 
gathered from the hedgerow; would that gift be 
accepted 1 Had the Master not granted the tenants 
the advantages he had done, and the poor man been 
consequently unable to offer better, then, doubtless, 
the briar blossoms would have met with a gracious 
reception. 

So, perhaps, wild roses may be accepted from those 
who have not heard the Gospel, — but not from us. 
For as the wild briar may be made to receive the 
bud of a choice rose, and thus bear far brighter 
clusters of flowers than any that it could of itself 
bring forth, so may our souls be made to receive 
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the holy Spirit of God. " *And if any man he in 
Christ, he is a new creature : old things are passed 
away ; behold all things are new" and we are " ^ade 
the righteousness of God in Him/' Like the stem of 
the briar, our hearts must be opened to receive the 
treasure, and bound closely round it. And then, 
though sin — like a caterpillar — may eat into some 
of the buds, though earthly blight may mar some 
of the flowers; and though all the blossoms that 
open here must be imperfect; yet God will accept 
their fragrance, because they spring from the " ^Rose 
of Sharon." 

All frnits that grow out of an unrenewed nature 
are but " apples of Sodom," and the " Husbandman" 
will say to all who trust in such, as we saw He did 
to the Jews of old. 

"*Israel is an empty Vine, he bringeth forth fruit 
unto himself." "'^What could have been done more 
to my vineyard, that I have not done in it 1 where- 
fore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes?" They are indeed 
*^wild grapes" not only imperfect as specimens, but 
of the wrong kind. Jesus is the " true Vine ;" and 
He says to each of us, "®from Me is thy fruit 
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found." " Without Me ye can do nothing." " He 
that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit." However feeble or weak we may 
be, we know that His " *grace is sufficient for " us ; 
and that His "strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness ; " and we have the happy assurance, that the 
smallest cluster of grapes from the tenderest branch 
will be garnered, because we know that all that 
springs from union with Christ is precious in God's 
sight ; and though imperfect in itself, will be accepted 
by Him for the sake of the " Vine " that produces 
it, and the " High Priest " that presents it. " ^Jesus 
is the Author and Finisher of our faith.*' 

It is not for us to judge harshly of the boughs that 
seem to be barren. Some branches bear such rich 
fruit that all must recognize their connection with 
the " true Vine,'* and the contrast is so great between 
such, and the apparently empty branches, that we are 
sometimes tempted to pronounce the latter altogether 
worthless. Let us remember, however, that fruit in 
a green state is often undistinguishable from the leaves 
among which it grows ; and not until the colour 
changes is it discovered. So the "fruit" of the 
" true Vine " may at first only appear to be " leaves of 
profession," but when ripened, the purple clusters 

l-John zy. 5. 2-2 Cor. xii. 9. 3-Heb. zU. 2. 
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shall be plainly seen ; and we must wait in hope, for 
they who delight " Hn the law of the Lord," * * * 
shall * * * bring " forth fruit in due season." Some 
there are, however, who never seem to bring forth 
fruit at all, who, like the dying thief upon the cross, 
are called away before they can give evidence of their 
faith by their practice ; but let us again remember 
that there are passive as well as active virtues ; and 
that "meekness" and "long-suffering" are numbered 
among the "fruits of the Spirit.*' And though there 
may be instances in which there is scarcely time even 
for the exercise of these, still "^the Lord seeth not as 
man seeth ; for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance ; but the Lord looketh on the heart ;" and while 
we have failed to discover any traces of grapes, God 
may have seen the life giving juices ready to form the 
fruit, but for a wise purpose has chosen to transplant 
the tree into another soil, ere that fruit could ripen 
here. 

But though it is not for us to condemn branches 
as fruitless, (God alone being the perfect judge,) He 
will condemn those He sees barren. For "^every 
tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down and cast into the fire." He is very patient^ 
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but if, after waiting year after year, " ^seeking fruit " 
thereon He findeth " none," will He not say, " Cut it 
down ; why cumbereth it the ground ? " 

The tree is condemned because it is found not en- 
grafted in the " Vine " that would have rendered it 
fruitful. " ^If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth 
as a branch, and is withered ; and men gather them, 
and they are burned." 

" ^Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much 
fruit, so shall ye be my disciples." 

Praised be God, many do "bear much fruit" in 
this world, " some thirty, some sixty, some an hundred" 
clusters. 

And unlike natural trees that may live until they 
are past bearing, those which are engrafted on the 
"true Vine'' "*shall still bring forth fruit in old 
age : " and " shall be fat and flourishing." And 
God will gather in the last late harvest, and then 
remove his trees into His kingdom, for " Hhose that 
be planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in 
the courts of our God." " ^Precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of His saints," " 'for he that is 
dead is freed from sin.," and they who " ®have been 



l-Luke ziii. 7. 2- John xy. 6. 3^ohn xy. 8. 4-P8alm zcii. 14. 
5-Psalin xcii. 13. d-Psalm cxTi. 15. 7-Rom. yi. 7. 8-Rom. yi. 5. 

G 



82 GOLDEN links; or 

planted together in the likeness of" Christ's "death, 
shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection." 
And they shall "^be called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, that He" may "be glori- 
fied:" and they "%hall inherit the land for ever." 
May we be " ''made free from sin, and become servants 
to God," and " have our fruit unto holiness, and the 
end everlasting life." 

May it please God "to give to all " His " people 
grace" to receive His "word with pure affection," 
* * * and to "bring forth the fruits of the Spirit." 
For "Hhe fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance : against such there is no law." 

l-lsaiah Ixi. 3. 2-Isaiah Ix. 21. 3-Roin. vi. 22. 4-Oal. v. 22, 23. 
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** Sun of my soul ! Thou Saviour dear, 
It is not night if Thou be near : 
Oh, may no earth-bom cloud arise 
To hide Thee firom Thy servants eyes." 



When we have climbed to tho summit of some 
lofty hill, and a glorious landscape bursts suddenly 
upon our view, we are for the moment almost be- 
wildered by the sight, and scarcely know at first to 
which point of the extensive panorama to direct our 
eyes. 

So we who have climbed together to this culmi- 
nating type of Christ's glory, must feel almost dazzled 
by the wondrous prospect that opens out before us ; 
and find it difi&cult to know where first to concentrate 
our thoughts. 

o2 
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Many of the other figures speak equally to our 
affections, from the touching lessons they teach of our 
Saviour's infinite compassion and tenderness ; but few 
are so wide in their signification. For while each of the 
other types illustrates some particular part of Christ's 
character or mission, this seems to embrace many. 

If we think for a moment of what the condition of 
this earth would be if deprived of the natural light ; 
and of all the blessings that light brings to us, we 
shall better realize the wide as well as de^ truth 
conveyed in the words of Jesus, " ^I am the light of 
the world.'* This type is also one of the most an- 
cient ; for though the " sun " is not expressly named 
as a figure of Christ, until years after the expulsion of 
our first parents from Eden, we cannot read the 
accotmt of the creation given in the book of Genesis, 
and that given by the Apostle St. John, without feeling 
that " Hhe invisible things of Him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made." 

"^In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. And the earth was without form and void ; 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

l-John viii. 12. 2-Rom. i. 20. 3-Genesis i. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
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And God said, ' Let there be light : * and there was 
light. And Gk)d saw the light, that it was good : and 
God divided the light from the darkness.'' 

" ^In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by Him, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made. In Him was life ; and the 
life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness ; and the darkness comprehended it not." 
Surely here we see light indicated as a type of Christ. 

The difficulty has been expressed of understanding 
how light was called into existence on the earth, some- 
time before we read of the creation of the sun ; and so 
long as the mind of man remains a finite mind, it must 
expect to meet with much in the working of an in- 
finite God that surpasses its comprehension. For 
although God has entrusted man with a wonderful 
power to search out many of the secrets of Nature, 
yet the secret of her birth lies enfolded in much 
mystery ; and we should be very careful to suggest 
and not affirm explanations of those Divine workings 
of which we have no positive proof in the Book of 
revelation. 



l-John i. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. 
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It may, however, perhaps, he presumed that there 
was no exact creation of lights but that when " ^God 
said, 'Let there be light,'" He merely called for 
THAT upon the earth, which had before existed in the 
universe, and if so, it is just possible that He who 
said, ** *Let the waters under the heaven be gathered 
into one place," and who called this gathering of the 
water " Seas," — may (we do not say did) afterwards 
have collected some of the particles of light together, 
and called them " Swns " and " Stars." If this con- 
jecture were true, then " light" might be regarded as 
typical of that Eternal God who " dwelt in light," 
while " darkness " " rested on the face of the deej)," 
and the " Sun " images Him forth to us in His rela-. 
tion to this our earth. But whether I am right in 
this suggestion or not, I prefer basing these thoughts 
of the types of Christ on known facts, rather than 
on any imaginary speculations, and shall think of 
the " Word," spoken of by St. John, as the " ^Light 
of the world," because He is "Hhe Sun of righteous- 
ness." 

And first, it may be as well to consider this type 
historically, and remember how that nearly all the 
manifestations of God's glory have been associated 
with "fire" or "light." 



IJGenesis i. 3. 2-aenesis i. 9, 10. 3-John vui. 12. 4-Malachi ir. 2. 



TYPES AND FIGURES OF CHRIST. 87 

It was a " ^burning bush " that attracted the atten- 
tion of Moses in Horeb; and when the law was 
given on Mount Sinai, " Hhe sight of the glory of the 
Lord was like devouring fire on the top of the mount, 
in the sight of the children of Israel." Again, when 
Moses came down from the mountain, after the 
second tables of stone had been given him, the reflec- 
tion of that "glory" was seen upon his face, for 
" *\^'hen Aaron and the children of Israel saw Moses, 
behold the skin of his face shone ; and they were 
afraid to come nigh him." * * * "*And till Moses 
had done speaking with them, he put a veil on his 
face." 

When our Saviour was bom at Bethlehem, " Hhe 
glory of the Lord shone round about *' the shepherds, 
while the angel told them the " good tidings of great 
joy." When Jesus was transfigured on the Mount 
before His three disciples, "*His face did shine as 
the Sim, and His raiment was white as the light." 
And it was out of the " ''bright cloud " that " over- 
shadowed them," that the voice came " which said, 
* This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.* " 
And when the glorious " Sun of Righteousness " was, 
humanly apeakingy petting on Mount Calvary, the 



l-Exodus iii. 2. 2- Exodus xxiv 17. 3-Exodus x^xiv. 30. 

4-Kxodus xxziv. 33. ft-Luke ii. 9. 6-Matt. xyii. 2. 

T-Matt. xvii. 5. 
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natural *' ^sun was darkened," and " *from the sixth 
hour there was darkness over all the land unto the 
ninth hour.'' After our Lord's ascension, as Saul 
was journeying towards Damascus, it was a " ^light 
from heaven," suddenly shining " round about him," 
that arrested his progress. And when the " *angel of 
the Lord " came to deliver St. Peter, " a light shined 
in the prison." And in the glorious vision granted 
to St. John in Patmos, the " ^countenance " of the 
Son of man " was as the sun shineth in his strength." 

Besides these recorded instances, of outward light 
actually accompanying special manifestations of God's 
glory, we find the Bible abounding in passages where 
" light " is used in a figurative sense, to illustrate 
God's favour towards men, or the greatness of His 
perfections. The Lord Himself so used it, in that 
beautiful blessing which He ordained Aaron and his 
sons to pronounce over the children of Israel — "*The 
Lord bless thee and keep thee : the Lord make His 
face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee : 
the Lord liffc up His countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace." And David — to whom this blessing 
must have been very dear and familiar — prays for 
its fulfilment upon himself and his people, saying. 



X-Luke xxiii. 45. 2-Matt. xxvii. 45. 3- Acts ix. 3. 4-Acts xii. 7. 
5-Rev. i. 16. 6-N umbers vi, 24, 25, 26. 
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"^Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us." "*Make thy face to shine upon thy 
servant : " while in another Psalm he exultingly 
exclaims, " ^he Lord is my light and my salvation, 
whom then shall I fear 1 " We find God's " *word '* 
described as a lamp unto the " feet," and a light unto 
the "path;" and Job cries out in the depth of his 
affliction, " K)h ! that I were as in months past, as in 
the days when God preserved me ; when His candle 
shined upon my head, and when by His light I walked 
through darkness." 

It seems, therefore, most natural that He who was 
the Son of God should appropriate to Himself this 
beautiful image, and declare plainly, " I am the light 
of the world." 

Isaiah, in predicting the coming of Christ, had 
especially spoken of it as a time of light, saying to 
Zion, " *Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For behold the 
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness 
the people, but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and 
His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles 
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness 
of thy rising," The " Sun of righteousness " has 



l-Psalm !▼. 6. 2-PsaIm cxiz. 135. 3-PsaIm zzvii. 1. 

i-Psalm cxiz 105. 5^ob zziz. 2, 3. 6-Isaiah Iz. 1—3. 
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always been shining in the heavens firom the b^in- 
ningy for God is the great ^^^lAm," and '''Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever," 
and, therefore, in one sense, He can never be said 
to rise or set. Bnt the writers of the Scriptiire nse 
the expression in the sense we do when speaking 
of the natural sun. We know that the sun, as con- 
sidered the centre of our system, is supposed to move 
but little, and that it is the j^art of the earth on 
which we live that really rises and sets ; and so, as 
the world turns upon the axis of time, there was 
soon at last in the east a bright streak of dawn, that 
foretold the glorious day about to break upon the 
earth. 

And gradually, as it still revolves, the influ- 
ence of that sun is extending more and more over 
its once darkened surface. Truly the opening of 
the Christian Era might well be styled the rising of 
tho Sim of Righteousness, when its golden light is 
contrasted with the paler light vouchsafed to the 
people of old. But besides this wide signification 
of the metaphor, the birth of our Saviour must also 
bo regarded, in a human sense, as a rising of that 
"Sun,** for it was the manifestation of the image of 
tho glorv of God in the form of a man. 



l-Kxodu^ iii. 14. 2-Hcbrews xiii S. 
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And just as when the bright orb of day is about 
to appear above the horizon, we see the morning star 
that tells us of His coming, so when " Hhe dayspring 
from on high visited" Qod's people. It was a 
"^tar" which led the "wise men" to the place 
" where the young child was ;" when, (as was pre- 
dicted,) "Hhe GentUes" came to His "Hght," and 
kings to the brightness of " His rising." 

But besides this " Star of Bethlehem," there was 
another figurative " star " that foretold the glorious 
day about to dawn upon the world. " *There was a 
man sent from God, whose name was John. The 
same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 
that all men through Him might believe. He was 
not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
Light. That was the true Light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world." John was even 
in his Master's judgment—" «a burning and a shining 
Light," in which the people " were willing " for " a 
season to rejoice ;" but like the bright morning star 
that ere the sun has long mounted above the horizon 
is lost to view in the efiulgence of the greater glory, so 
he testified of himself that he was not "Hhe Christ," 
but "was" sent before Him, telling those who spoke 



l-Lukc i. 78. 2-Matt. ii. 9. S-Isaiah Ix. 3. 4- John i. 6, 7, 8, 0. 
6- John V. 35. 6-Johii iii. 28. 
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to him of Jesus. " ^He must increase^ but I must 
decrease.*' The Lord Jesus had always been "the 
Light of the world" in a spiritual sense, but at the 
nativity "Hhe word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth " * * * 
No man had "seen God at any time ;" but when the 
" Sun of Righteousness " arose, " the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father" * * * 
" declared Him." 

Just as our Saviour's birth may be thought of in a 
human sense as the rising of the Sun, so may His 
death be regarded as its setting ; for it was the close 
of His earthly career. But thanks be unto God, that 
stmset upon Calvary — (when " the sins of the world " 
cast their awfal shadow on the pure disc of that 
"Sun" that was even "then taking them away,*') 
was speedily followed by a more glorious sunrise than 
that at Bethlehem. A sunrise so glorious that though 
the visible human rays have again been hidden 
from view, men feel the cheering beams shining upon 
them, and realize the truth of our dear Saviour's 
parting promise given before His Ascension, " ^Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world." 

l-John iu. 30. 2-John i. 14—18. 3-Matt xxviil 20. 
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Some, Tre know have conscientioiisly ''objected to 
call the "first day" of the week * 'Sunday," from the 
supposed connection of the name with heathen wor- 
ship ; but may we not rather love the word, as being 
encircled by a halo of Christian p:lory? And feel 
it to be the most appropriate for that day set apart 
for the worship of " the Sun of Righteousness," and 
the commemoration of His "rising," saying with 
Keble in his verses for Easter : — 

^ " Oh ! day of days ! shall hearts set free, 
No minstrel rapture find for thee ? 
Thou art the Sun of other days. 
They shine by giving back thy rays. 

" Enthron'd in thy sovereign sphere, 
Thou shedd'st thy light on all the year ; 
Sundays hy thee more p:lorious hreak, 
An Easter Day In every week. 

" And week days following in their train, 
The fulness of thy hlessing gain, 
Till all. hoth resting and employ 
Be one Lord's day of holy joy." 

And may we not also learn from this title of the 
Christian Sabbath, the duty of making it a " sunny " 
day ? Yes, let us try to make our homes look their 
brightest on that day, let us try to make our servants 
look forward to it as a day of rest and leisure, and 
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let us bring up children to regard it as a day of 
special joy, in which, though their pleasures must be 
different, they shall have pleasure stilL 

Yes, while earnestly endeavouring " to keep the 
Sabbath holy," and guarding most jealously against 
its secularization ; let us strive to let in as much 
brightness as possible, and ever rescue it from being 
associated with dismalness and gloom. 

The natural sun is always shining, although we may 
not always see its beams ; and we should do well to 
bear this truth in mind when thinking of the " Sun 
of Righteousness." There are, however, four ways in 
which its rays may be hidden from us, besides that 
caused by the diurnal motion of the earth upon its 
own axis. First, by a cloud passing between us and 
the sun ; secondly, by the density of the atmosphere — 
as in a fog; thirdly, by the passage of the moon 
between the sun and the earth — as in an eclipse ; 
fourthly, by an exclusion of ourselves from its light 
and heat. And all these phenomena of the natural 
kingdom, have, I think, parallels in the spiritual. 

Natural clouds we know are formed by the sun 
drawing up the fine particles of moisture, which after- 
wards become condensed ; so spiritual clouds arise 
from the earth, although they look to be in the 
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Heavens. They are caused by the beams of the " Sun 
of Righteousness" falling upon a sinful world, for 
had man not sinned, God*s face would never have 
been hidden from His creatures. 

But though these clouds are drawn up from a sin- 
stained earth, they are not sins, but rather their 
effect. Neither do they always fall in the place whence 
they were taken, for though, sometimes they do not 
travel far, yet frequently — like natural clouds — they 
are drifted by the Providence of God. 

I firmly believe that God does often bless with 
outward sunshine those who try to see Him in its 
brightness ; and that outward troubles are often sent 
in order to make people feel their want of inward 
peace. 

Along the margin of a stream 

A little child once strayed, 

And watched with glee the dancing beams 

That on its surfece played. 

For joyous as her own young heart 
In those glad summer days, 
Bright jets of light seemed darting forth, 
To meet the golden rays. 

And pausing by the water's brink 
In rapturous delight, 
She gazed until she longed to catch 
Those sparkling beams of light. 
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And kneeling by the smiling stream, 
Out-stretched her little hand. 
And tried to grasp the tiny waves 
That rippled by the strand. 

But as she knelt, a sudden gloom 
Spread o*er the wavelets gay. 
Which changed their laughing beauty, to 
A cold and dismal grey. 

The child looked up, much wondering where 
The glittering drops had fled. 
And then perceived a little cloud 
Had gathered over-head. 

And disappointed, rose to leave 
The place so gloomy now ; 
A chill upon her infant heart, 
A cloud upon her brow. 

But e*re she many steps had gone, 
The sun burst forth once more ; 
And then the river seem'd to gleam 
E'en brighter than before. 

And then she knew it was the cloud 
That darkened it a while : 
And that it was the Sun alone 
That made the streamlet smile. 

Dear child, how often even now 
We think, and act like thee. 
And fail in all that pleases us. 
Itefleeted light to see. 
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And when the golden stream of life 
Is flowing gladly by, 
Too often need a passing cloud 
To make us look on high. 

But though this is often the immediate cause of the 
clouds of trouble that are allowed to cross our path, 
there are some afflictions that can scarcely be called 
a hiding of God's face. For just as in a hilly country 
a dark thunder cloud may rest in the valley, while 
the moimtain tops are bathed in light ; so God some- 
times sends a cloud to make His people climb above 
it, and come nearer to Him. And in the midst of 
the darkness that looks overwhelming to those below, 
He can send a soft ray into the stricken heart, that 
shall so enlighten and cheer it, that the felt near 
presence of the Father to the suffering child, shall 
be an ample compensation for the surrounding gloom. 
What a full and tender reward is such a manifesta- 
tion, for the assured feeling that the Bright Sun is 
shining above the dark thunder cloud ; what a sweet 
rest, after climbing the hill of faith led by the Spirit 
of Truth. 

The second way in which the sun may be hidden 
from us, differs from the first, in two important par- 
ticulars, viz., that while clouds may be drifted far from 
the place whence they originated, mists and fogs are 
felt in the very spot whence they arise. Again, clouds 

H 
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are the result of minute particles of moisture meeting 
with a colder atmosphere, while mists are the very 
exhalations themselves; and these differences exist 
between spiritual clouds and mists. The former are, 
as we have seen, afflictions — such as sickness, losses of 
property, death caused originally by sin, but drawn up 
for some good end by the " Sun of Righteousness,' 
and drifted by His Providence where He thinks fit. 
The latter we shaU find are always folt by those from 
whom they spring. 

The former are the resuUs of sin, worked out in 
God's spiritual atmosphere; the latter the results of 
evil before those results have undergone any such 
change. Both clouds and mists are alike in being 
drawn up by the Sun of Righteousness, both are alike 
in being caused by sin, both are alike in being rather 
the results than the sins themselves^ but clouds are 
external^ mists are intemaL My meaning will be 
clearer when we consider the various kinds of 
Spiritual mists. When the soul is awakened to a 
sense of its true condition after years of thoughtless 
life, T can imagine it feeling enveloped as it were in a 
dense fog. 

Its aspirations are mingled with the smoke of evil 
passions and worldly feelings, and these together 
cause the spiritual atmosphere to be dense and 
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oppressive. The soul feels it cannot find its waj to 
peace and happiness ; it is lost, and groping abont it 
fears to go wrong at last. It feels that €k>d alone 
can lead it right, but on looking np to the Heavens 
it sees the Snn of Righteonsness, but as a red globe 
of fire, and feels to derive no benefit from His light 
and heat. 

Ah ! but let that troubled spirit be patient, let it 
remember that it is the fog intervening between it 
and the Sun which causes the apparent diminution of 
His brightness and power; and let it take comfort 
in the thought that it is the Sun itself which has 
caused those dews of repentance to rise, and that 
though now they are dimmed by smoke, the same 
Sun whose beams have drawn forth the dews shall 
(if truly asked) clear them and chase them all 
away. 

There is ano'ther kind of mist felt under very 
different circumstances, which, far from resembling the 
thick yellow fog to which I have just alluded, may be 
better illustrated by the light vapours so often seen in 
hilly districts. How frequently have we seen a dense 
mist hanging on a mountain side, that hid all beyond 
from view, and how often have we felt surprised at the 
distant peaks that were disclosed when the veil was 
drawn aside. 

n 2 
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I well remember after some hours spent in ascending 
a Scotch Mountain in hopes of obtaining a beautiful 
view, we were obliged to retrace our steps without 
reaching the summit ; for the higher we climbed the 
more dense became the mist, until we foimd ourselves 
standing alone above the world, wrapped as it were in 
vapoury folds. 

And some have climbed the hill of knowledge to feel 
a similar disappointment. Some have been led to form 
false conclusions through not waiting to see the veil 
' lifted, and the distant prospect revealed ; and some 
have even wandered out of the right way because the 
mists that hung upon the mountains hid the well 
known beacons from their sight. 

And must this be so ? Must men's earnest search- 
ings after truth be baffled? or lead them wrong? 
They may I think be baffled, but need never lead them 
wrong if they have patience and faith. Patience to 
wait till the veil is removed, and faith to believe that 
much may be behind it still unseen. Faith too in 
that glorious " Sun " who alone can dispel doubts and 
dissolve difficulties; that glorious "Sun" who has 
promised to give "Uight and understanding," not to 
the self-conceited, not to the worldly-wise, but "to the 
simple.'* 



l-Psalm cxiz. 130. 
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Ah ! I have seen the morning mist dyed with the 
soft shadowy brightness of the rainbow, and then float 
away before the noontide sun. And so shall they see 
spiritual mists beautified or witJidrawn, who ever pursue 
knowledge in conscious dependence on the beams of the 
Sim of Righteousness. There is yet another sort of 
mist which hides from us the " ^light of life.'* 

1 mean that depression of spirit that sometimes 
creeps over us. This is I believe frequently caused by 
physical weakness, and it is better then to be patient, 
and ask for more light, than to fret ourselves, and be 
vexed because we cannot work ourselves up to the 
desired point. Our Father in Heaven is very tender 
and pitifiil, " ^for He knoweth our frame ; He remem- 
bereth that we are dust," and if we go to Him He will 
bear with us and enlighten us. 

But when this mist arises from coldness and stag- 
nation of heart, then we must look well to see there 
has been no voluntary withdrawal of ourselves from 
the warmth of the Sun's bright rays, when He was 
about to disperse the chilling vapour. 

In either case let us earnestly ask God to " 'cause 
His face to shine upon us,'' that we may again 

l-John viii. 12. 2-Psalm cUi. 14. 3-Fsalm Izvii. 1. 
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** ^walk" in the '* light of His countenance ; " and 
remember the words of Archbishop Trench : — 

** Not from us O Lord, but we 

Withdraw ourselyes from Thee, 

When we are dark and deads 

And Thou art covered with a doud, 

Hanging befi>re Thee Uke a shroud, 

So that our prayer can find no way. 

O ! teach us that we do not say 

Where is Thy brightness fled ? 

But that we search and try 

What in ourselves has wrought this blame P 

For Thou remainest still the same. 

But earth's own vapours earth may fill 

With darkness and thick clouds, while still 

The sun is in the sky." 

The third way in which the Sxm may be obscured 
is by the passage of the moon over its disc. The 
moon being an opaque body, shines but with reflected 
light, and when it comes between us and the Sun it 
obatmcta instead of giving light. And so there are 
spiritual eclipses also. 

The ordinances and forms of religion are intended — 
like the moon — ^to reflect and give to the earth the 
Sun's bright rays, and so long as they do this^ they 
are inestimable blessings, but if they come between 

I - . - - — - I " 'I I II _ 

l-Psalm Ixzziz. 15. 
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man and the great ** Sun of Righteousness/' they not 
only cease to give light themselves, but intercept 
thai which flows from the ''Sun'* itself. Such an 
eclipse is the right of confession as prescribed by the 
Romish Church. 

Confession of sin to those against whom the sin was 
committed is imdoubtedly enjoined in the Bible. And 
in some cases where people are suffering from a 
troubled conscience, it may be a relief to tell a clergy- 
man or friend, the cause of their self-reproach, but 
this act MUST always be preceded or fDllowed by direct 
secret confession to God. That friend or clergyman 
may indeed be the means — ^like the soft silvery moon — 
of enlightening the darkness of the soul, and com- 
forting the dreariness of the heart by reflecting the 
golden Sunlight. 

But it is the Sun alone that can chase away the evil, 
and so give true peace. And if enforced confession to 
man be substituted for secret confession to Ood, there 
is at once an eclipse: — the moon's orbit crosses the 
line of the Sun, and the Priestly absolution not only 
itself becomes void, because it ceases to be the re- 
flection of God!8 absolution, but it intercepts the frill 
rays of Divine forgiveness. It is God's love alone 
that prevents the eclipse from being total, by shining 
beyond that moon's dark outline into those hearts 



104 GOLDEN links; OB 

that look onwards from the moon imto the Sun 
Himself- — from the earthly Father confessor, to the 
Father in Heaven. This is one of the most ohmoua 
examples of spiritual eclipse, hut the reception of the 
Sacrament and other outward means of grace in our 
own Church, if regarded as an end, and not as a meansy 
may have same evil result. 

And now we come to the last way in which the 
" Sun's " light is darkened, viz., by wilful exclusion 
from its brightness. This is not merely the result of 
sin, but sin itself. 

We have already spoken of mists and fogs that hide 
from the soul the full goodness of God ; but unlike 
those who suffer from such, there are some men who 
wilfully draw down the blinds of their heart and refuse 
to believe in Bis goodness at all, '' because their eyes 
are blinded" that they " cannot " see. 

We have also already mentioned those other mists 
that sometimes baffle the earnest investigators after 
truj;h. 

But unlike those who in consequence of such, have 
erred and been led astray from want of faith and 
patience, there are some men who purposely exclude 
the Simshine, declaring plainly that they do not wish 
for the light *of Kevelation in the pursuit of their 
studies. They may not be Atheists, they may believe 
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vaguely in a God, but they wish to find Him in their 
own way, and have what they call a natural religion. 
They go down to the depths of Geology or Metaphysics 
or Social Science, trusting to the flint and steel of 
their knowledge and judgment, with no shaft to admit 
the daylight from above. But they who think to find 
God thus, must meet with woeful disappointment, for 
He who said that all who seek Him " ^with all " the 
"heart and with all" the "soul" should find Him, said 
also, " *Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that 
obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in 
darkness and hath no Ught? let him trust in the 
name of the Lord, and stay upon his God. Behold all 
ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about 
with sparks : walk in the light of your fire, and in 
the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have 
of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.*' 

And besides these two classes, there are men and 
women who exclude as much of the Heavenly sunshine 
as they can, " ^because their deeds are evil," and they, 
therefore, "love darkness rather than light." Poor 
wretched, degraded beings, who are so sunk in sin and 
vice, that they prefer thinking if they can^ that there 
%% no Sun of Kighteousness, and who, when some flash 
of His Brightness prevents them from any longer 



l-Deut. iv. 29. 2-Isaiah 1. 10, 11. 3-John ui. 19. 
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denying His existence, too often rush into the black- 
ness of vice to hide from His influence. " ^For every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved." This is 
an awful state to be in, but we must not wholly des- 
pair even of such, when we remember that He who is 
the '' Sun of Righteousness," is also the ** Good Shep- 
herd" who came ''to seek and to save such as be lost ;" 
and that, though these wandering sheep flee from Him, 
yet He may perhaps find one chink in the darkened 
soul through which to pour His life-giving rays. Let 
us pray that He may find one, ere the day of grace be 
ended. '' 'God maketh his Sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good," but the glowing beams that make the 
living branches flourish, must one day wither those 
that are dead, "^or our God is a consuming fire." 
All those who resist His holy rays now, must one day 
feel the "blasting breath of His displeasure"; all 
those who persistently refuse to " cast off the works of 
darkness" now, must one day themselves be "*cast 
into " that " outer darkness " where " shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth." 

And now having considered the causes that prevent 
men from enjoying the full Sunlight, let us turn to 
some thoughts about that infinite Sun EQmself. 

l-John iii. 20. 2-Matt. v. 45. 3-Heb. zii. 29. 4-Matt. zzr. 30. 
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''^This then is the message which we have heard 
of Him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and 
in Him is no darkness at alL" He is the source, 
the centre and the end of all knowledge. His, 
the infinite mind that can alone illumine our finite 
understandings, and He the only giver of all purity 
and happiness. 

Well might the Psalmist exclaim "Hhy loving kind- 
ness is better than life ; " for what the natural Sun 
is to the natural worlds the Spiritual " Sua '' is to the 
spirits of those that love Him; and well may we 
apply those beautiful verses of Mrs. Hemans on 
"The Sunbeam" to the beams of the "Sun of 
Bighteousness.'' 

<* Thou art no lingerer in monarch's hall, 
A joy thou art, and a wealth to all, 
A bearer of hope to land and sea — 
Sunbeam ! What gift hath the world like thee P 

« Thou art walking the billows and ocean smiles; 
Thou hast touched with glory his thousand isles ; 
Thou hast lit up the ships and the feathery foam. 
And gladdened the sailor like words from home. 

** To the solenm depths of the forest shades. 
Thou art streaming on through their green arcades; 
And the quivering leaves that have caught thy glow, 
like fire-flies glance to the pools below. 

l-I John i. 5. 2-P8Slm Iziii. S. 
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** I looked on the moiintains — a vapour lay. 
Folding their heights in its dark array ; 
Thou brakest forth, and the mist became 
A crown and a mantle of living flame. 

" I looked on the peasant's lowly cot— - 
Something of sadness had wrapt the spot; 
But a gleam of thee on its lattice feU, 
And it laughed into beauty at that bright spell. 

*' To the earth's wild places a guest thou art, 
Flushing the waste like the rose's heart; 
And thou scornest not from thy pomp to shed, 
A tender smile on the ruin's head. 

«*Thou takest through the dim church-aisle thy way, 
And its pillars from twilight flash forth to-day ; 
And its high pale tombs, with their trophies old, 
Are bathed in a flood as of molten gold. 

** And then tumest not frx)m the humblest grave. 
Where a flower to the sighing winds may wave ; 
Thou scatterest its gloom like the dreams of rest. 
Thou sleepest in love on its grassy breast." 



Yes truly, it is the " Sunshine " of God's presence 
that cheers those who are tossed on the sea of diffi- 
culties, and enlightens those who are walking through 
the solemn depths of grief; it is the " Sunshine " of 
God's presence that dispels the mists of doubt, ennobles 
and gladdens the ** peasant's daily toil"; it is the 
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Sunshine of God's presence that softens and beautifies 
the wild rugged character, and that soothes and comforts 
the disappointed. It is the Sunshine of God's presence 
that can alone give light and life to the external forms 
of religion ; it is the Sunshine of God's presence that 
can alone make the graves of earth appear bright, in 
the heavenly hope of a "joyful resurrection." 

" ^Oh ! that men would praise the Lord for His good- 
ness, and for His wonderful works to the children of 
men," for " Hhe Lord is good to all : and His tender 
mercies are over all His works.'* 

And while the Sunshine of God's presence cheers 
the saddest lot, it makes the happy life a thousand 
times more happy, for then each sweet event, each 
precious blessing, comes crowned with golden light, 
and is received from a Father's hand in the radiance 
of a Father's smile. 

These glorious words " God is light," may be taken 
as parallel to those of the same Apostle — "^God is 
love," for light and love may be regarded here as 
synonymous. I once read of one who, in enmnerating 
the attributes of God, left out love altogether ; and a 
learned and good man explained the strange omission, 
by saying that just as the various coloured rays blend 



l-Psalm CYii. 8. 2-PsaIm cxly. 9. 3-1 John ir. 8. 
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into pure white light so aU tHb Diyine attributes form 
perfect love. 

It was after the deluge, that the rainbow was 
chosen as a "token of the covenant" that God then 
made with Noah, and "every living creature" for 
"perpetual generations." And just as raindrops 
falling athwart the bright sunbeams reveal to us the 
various colours of which those beams are composed, 
so man's sinfulness brought into prominence the 
justice of God's love ; so the tears of man's repentance 
revealed the tender lines of its forgiving grace. 

"When o'er the mountain's highest peak 
The waters surged and rolled, 
There floated o'er the silent world 
An Ark prepared of old. 

And when at last dry land appeared 
It drifted to the shore ; 
Again man stood upon the earth, 
And nature smiled once more. 

The Sun shone brightly through the shower, 
That fell like lingering tears. 
And God made that a pledge to man 
For all succeeding years. 

But firom the brilliant rainbow dyes. 
Deep lessons we may learn ; 
Besides the promise that no more 
The waters shaU return. 
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'Tis only when tlie raindrops &11 
Across the slanting beam, 
That those bright rays that form the light 
In all their beauty gleam. 

So of the attributes of God, 
None more than others shine ; 
But like the coloured rays in light, 
These form a light Divine* 

A light so pure and dazzling 
Woidd blind our mortal eyes. 
Did not God's word and dealings 
Beveal its wondrous dyes. 

But though we see but dimly yet, 
We know those shades above 
Are like the lovely rainbow hues, 
And blend in perfect love. 

I think these words, "Qod is light and in Him 
is no darkness at all," express the best idea that 
the human mind is capable of conceiving of the 
intense purity of God, for taking "darkness" as the 
type of evil, this shows us its utter absence in 
Him ; and shows us also, how, though we may some- 
times see one of His holy attributes more distinctly 
than another, each has its exact proportion in the 
Divine character. 

When Tennyson in his poem of " Guinivere," gives, 
as a reason for the Queen's unfaithfulness to Arthur, 
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that "she wanted more colour" the Poet touched upon 
a deep poetic truth. Arthur is represented as a man of 
such high rectitude, such lofty aspirations and such an 
evenly balanced mind, that all his varied excellencies 
blend into a soft bright glory, tending towards per- 
fection. And this the Queen failed to appreciate : 
she preferred the far inferior, but more marked charac- 
ter of Launcelot. Choosing his strong colour to the 
King's white light. 

But when she had sinned, and saw that her 
husband's love for Tier was only equalled in tenderness 
and depth by his love of purity and true honour, then, 
too late, she discovered the greatness of the treasure 
she had slighted, and cried out in passionate repent- 
ance, " Arthur not Another." 

The nearer the hxunan soul is brought to the Divine, 
the more Ixuninous will it become, but still there is 
not always so equal a proportion of coloured rays as 
to form even a pale white light. Some from education 
or disposition attain a greater degree of excellence in 
one grace, some in another. Some men and women 
reflect one of the Divine attributes more strongly 
than the rest, but when these who are trying to 
"Valk in the Ught," as "God is in the light,** 

l-John i. 7. 
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shall join " Hhe company of just men made perfect," 
all shall be complete, and the rays of colour melt into 
pure light. 

It is difficult for us to realise a variety of perfection, 
because it is generally an unequal balance of good, 
which here causes diversity of character ; but yet we 
know that as " *one star differeth from another star in 
glory," so there will be a difference among those whom 
God shall make " ^meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of saints in light." 

We have thought of the Sun as the promoter of 
natural life, as the giver of genial warmth, and as the 
joyous brightener of earth, but there is one thought 
more. — We have thought of Jesus as the source of all 
spiritual life, as the giver of all true enlightenment, 
and His loving favour as the golden simshine of the 
heart, but we have not yet spoken of Him as the 
revealer of evil. 

The natural sunlight gives an additional beauty to 
almost all on which it falls, nay, sometimes invests 
with beauty that which was before uninteresting, and 
yet it is the sunbeam that shows us the motes, which in 
the shade float by imseen ; and so the " Sun of 
Righteousness" while exalting and glorifying all on 

1-Heb. xu. 23. 2-1 Cor. xv. 41. 3-0ol. i. 12. 

I 
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which He shines ; and while investing the true believer 
in His brightness with a new glory — makes manifest 
the hidden things of darkness, and "^sets our iniquities 
before Him, our secret sins in the light of His coun- 
tenance." It is this, which, as has been truly said, 
inakes those most keenly alive to sin, who are most 
enlightened by God's Spirit. They see sin, where 
others would fail to discover it, and they know God 
sees it, where they even do not : but then they can 
find comfort in the thought that " God is a con- 
suming fire." They know that their sins can be 
washed away in the water of redemption, and that the 
root and stain of their sins can be burnt in the fire of 
sanctification, as George Macdonald beautifully ex- 
presses it — " *The man who loves God, and is not yet 
pure, courts the burning of God. Nor is it always 
torture. The fire shows itself sometimes only as light, 
still it will be fire of purifying. The consuming fire is 
just the original, the active form of purity — that which 
makes pure, that which is indeed Love, the creative 
energy of God. That which is not pure is corruptible, 
and corruption cannot inherit incorruption," 

And Oh ! when we think what God is ; and what 
we are ; must we not feel thankful for this " fire " of 
Love ] " God is light, and in Him is no darkness at 

l-Psalm xc. 8. 2-" Unspoken Sermons." 
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all." God is " ^of purer eyes than to behold evil, aud 
cannot look on iniquity " with indifference, and has 
said to us, ** *Be ye perfect, even as your Father which 
is in Heaven is perfect;" — "^^e hol^, for I am holy." 
" ^Without holiness no man shall see the Lord. " Oh, 
how can we purify ourselves ** *even as He is pure," 
except by asking the Great " Sun " whose beams 
reveal the " motes " in our souls, to burii them all 
away 1 The nearer we draw to God the less shall we 
dread this " baptism of fire," for though the process is 
sometimes painful, it becomes less so in proportion tb 
our hatred of evil. 

Our tender Father never burns sin in the heart 
until (by the precious blood of Jesus) He has become 
reconciled to the sinner ; and He will never pain His 
forgiven children more than is absolutely needful for 
the cure of sin, so that we can trustfully ** ^commit the 
keeping of " our " souls to Him * * * * as unto a 
faithful Creator ;" knowing that "''the Lord God is a 
Sun and Shield," and while Himself hwrning the sin, 
will Himself shelter the repentant sinner. 

It was the presence of Him who was in form " 4ike 
imto the Son of God " that kept Nebuchadnezzar's 
" fiery furnace " from injuring the three faithful men 



l-Hab. i. 13. 2-Matt. v. 48. 3-Lev. xi. 44. 4-ncl>. xii. 14. 

6-1 Johu iii. 3. 6-1 Peter iv. 19. T-Psalm Ixxxiv. 11. 8-I>au. iii. 25. 



116 OOLDEN LINK»; OR 

who were cast into it, while the flame destroyed those 
that threw them in ; and it is the presence of the Son 
of God which keeps the " consuming fire " of His own 
love, from scorching the sinner while it will eventually 
utterly destroy his sins. 

Having now tried to raise our minds to the con- 
templation of our Lord Jesus as the "Sun of 
Eighteousness," and the glorious influence which in 
this character He exercises on man ; let us consider 
a Httle more minutely what the result of that influence 
should be. If " God is Light," we, who are made the 
"children of God by adoption and grace," should 
"^walk as chUdren of Light." For God "%ath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son," 

" ^Let us therefore cast off" the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armour of light." "*If we say 
that we have fellowship with God, and walk in dark- 
ness, we he, and do not the truth : but if we walk in 
the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to 

l-Ephesians y. 8, 2-CoI. i. 13. S-Bom. xiii. 12. 4-1 John i. 6--d. 
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to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse as from all 
unrighteousness. " 

The life of man should resemble a crystal lamp 
containing an inflammable spirit. The glass of the 
lamp should be so brightly polished as to transmit 
and reflect the glowing Sunbeams that fall upon it ; 
while the lens of faith should so concentrate those 
Divine rays as to ignite the spirit within. But 
though this is a true picture of what the life of man 
ought to be, the casket intended to reflect God's light 
is too often dimmed and darkened by earth's dust ; 
or if the glass be tolerably clear, there is no desire 
perhaps to hold the lens of faith that the flame may 
be kindled within. 

Sometimes, I think, God influences a man to try to 
cleanse his outer life first, and then, beams down 
upon him until the man, seeing the impurities in 
God's bright sunshine which still cling to the crystal 
casket, and feeling the failure of his own efforts to 
cleanse it — ^prays that the true inner light may be 
imparted to him. Sometimes, I think, God clears 
but one little chink in the still dim and blackened 
casket, and at that one aperture pours the life-giving 
rays into the dark soul — kindling the inner life first 
and causing the outer life to be afterwards purified 
and brightened. 
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Which ever way it is, the result must be the same- 



God's Spirit renewing and sanctifying man's Spirit, 
and man's outer life being " ^conformed to the image 
of His " dear " Son." 

No true reflection of the Saviour is possible, with- 
out the Spirit within, for without that it is vain to 
expect the glass to be sufficiently transparent and 
clear. Besides which, the casket, however fair, must 
one day be broken — to be formed anew — the outer 
life, however beautiful, must one day come to an 
end — and, therefore, it is necessary that there should 
be an inextinguishable flame, that shall go on burning 
for ever in the remodelled lamp. 

We must appropriate the holy fire of God's love, 
and then it will gradually bum away our corrupt 
tastes and impure desires, and kindle within us an 
answering flame. 

Then shall we hear a soft voice saying "^Arise, 
shine : for thy light is come ; " " *JBe blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom 
ye shine as lights in the world." " *Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven." 

l-Bom. Tiii. 29. S-Isaiah Ix. 1. S-Philip. a 15. 4-Mfttt. r. 10. 
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Yes, Lord, let us so shine ; not like a flaming torch 
that, carried aloft, attracts a crowd after its own wild 
garish blaze, until it becomes suddenly extinguished ; 
not like those " ^wandering stars, to whom is reserved 
the blackness of darkness for ever : " but so shine 
that the lamp (feeble though it be) may give " ^light 
imto all that are in the house," helping them also to 
" walk as children of light ; " so shine that they who 
see the light may wonder whence it comes, and look 
from us to Thee who art "the Light of the World." 

We must all "^look unto Jesus," but it must in this 
life be through the glass of faith, for though the eye 
of our immortal spirits becomes strengthened by being 
fixed on Him, the eye of our mortal bodies would be 
blinded by the sight of His meridian splendour, and 
even our spritual eye can receive but a faint idea of 
His exceeding glory. 

For now "*we walk by faith, not by sight;'* and 
however clear our conception of the Saviour, we but 
"*6ee through a glass darkly;" but there is a day 
coming when the **Sun of Righteousness " shall again 
visibly arise, and then we shall see " face to face : 
now ** we " know in part ; but then shall " we " know 
even as also" we are "known." "'Beloved now are 



l-Jude 1. 13. 2-Matt. v. 15. 3Heb. xu. 2. 4-2 Cor. v. 7. 
6-1 Cor. xiii. 12. 6-1 John iii. 2, 3. 



120 GOLDEN LINKS ; OR 

we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be : but we know that when He shall appear, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself, even as He is pure." 

At tJiat day " ^every eye shall see Him, and they 
also which pierced Him;" but it will be an awful sight 
for those who, in this life, have despised His brightness, 
for they shall find out too late that our "God is a 
consuming fire," and that " '^it is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God." 

But to those who " ^love His appearing " it will be 
a blessed thing to fall into the hands of their recon- 
ciled Father, for they have been in his hands before, 
and for such who have in this life had their sins burnt 
away by the consuming fire " " *the Sun of Righteous- 
ness " shall "arise with healing in His wings." " The 
path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day." 

" ®They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament ; and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness as the stars for ever and ever." Yea, "Hhen 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of the Father." And they shall dwell in that 



l-Rev. i. 7. 2-Heb. x. 31. 3.Tim. iv. 8. 4-Malachi iv. 2. 
6-Proverb8 iv. 18. C-Daniel xii. 3. 7-Matt. xiii. 43. 
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" ^city " that " hath no need of the sun, neither 
of the moon, to shine in it ; for the glory of God " 
shall lighten it, and the Lamb ** shall be the Light 
thereof." 

"^And there shall be no night there; and they" 
shall " need no candle, neither light of the sun ; for 
the Lord God shall give " them " Light : and they 
shall reign for ever and ever.'* 




] -Bey. zzi. 23. 2.Re v. xzii. 5. 
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